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projects ever authorised in this State.
It is an extension of ihe main trunk
line which is an excellent paying line, and
under this project the rallway will be
extended on into new eountry. I can
assure members that I have watched
these goldfields grow for the last 12 or
13 years and I feel very much con-
cerned about the distriet. Yet, like Mr.
Patrick, I have not a farthing’s worth
of interest North of Cue, so I am speak-
ing, not in selfishness but in the inter-
ests of the development of the country
as a whole. In addition to the gold pro-
duced up there, it must be remembered
that it is all excellent pastoral country.
Every square mile of country from Cue
right to Peak Hill is held under pas-
toral lease, and although these wmulga
areas look very dry yet they carry execel-
lent feed. I think that in the,interesfs
of the stock-owners as well as of the
miners this line is absolutely justified,
and I will gladly suport the second
reading.

Hon. €. Sommers (Metropolitan) : At
the request of Mr. Drew, I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committge.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, veported withont amendment, the
report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—STATE OF
BUSINESS.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) : As the other place are
now dealing with the Estimates, and we
are not likely to have anything sent up
for the next five or six days, I do not
intend to ask members to meet for a
fortnight. Were the House to adjourn
until next week, it might be that members
would have to come up from the country
to do very little work. Consequently I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
to Tuesday, 26th January.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.34 pam
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The SPEAKER took the Chair af 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EARLY CLOSING ACT,
INFRINGEMENTS.

Mr. DAGLISH (without notice) asked
the Prvemier: Whether the Government
propose to initiate proceedings against
thaose shopkeepers in Perth who arve
keeping open till 10 o'clock on Friday
evenings ¥

The PREMIER replied : Yes, after
notice has been received by the firms in
guestion,

QUESTION — FREMANTLE DOCK,
RESOLUTION FROM COUNCIL.
Mr. NANSON (without notice) asked

the Premier : Whether he will at arn

early date give the House an opportu-
nity of taking into consideration the
following Message from the Legislative

Couneil :—

“The Legislative Council acquaints
the Legislative Assembly that it has
agreed to the following resolution:—
‘That in view of the present state of
the finances and in the absence of a
substantial contribution from the
Admiralty or the Commonwealth to-
wards the cost of the Fremantle Dock,
this House considers that as the con-
struction of the deck is not a matter
of wrgency, further work in connee-
tion with the projeet should be post-
poned until fresh instrucfions be
received from Parliament—in which
resolution the ILegislative Couneil
desires the concurrence of the Legis-
lative Assembly.”

The PREMIER replied: Yes, I will
endeavour to afford an opportunity.



Cornsacks, Standard.
QUESTION—CORNSACKS, STAND-
ARD.

Mr. HOPXINS asked the Honorary
Minister: Is it intended to take any
action with a view to correcting the size
of cornsacks whiech are fouond on an
aveyage to hold mueh below the stand-

ard of 2001lbs.?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied : The attention of the Federal Gov-
ernment will be called to the matter.

QUESTION—RALLWAY COAL
SUPPLY, NEWCASTLE.

JMr. AL A, WILSON nsked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, What is the aver-
age priee (taking all ports into eonsider-
ation) that the Government will pay for
Newcastle coal under the new contract
entered into? 2, What was the average
price (taking all ports into comsidera-
tion) paid by the Government for New-
castle coal during last contract? 3,
What is the actual advance in price for
Newecastle coal in connection with new
contract ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1; The average price, taking all
ports into consideration, which will be
paid for Newecastle coal under the new
contract is 20s. 3d., the estimated gquan-
tities and eontraet prices being: Fre-
mantle, 1st year, 23,000 tons, 19s. per
ton; Fremantle, 2nd and 3rd years,
44,000 tons per annum, 19s. 6d. per ton;
Geraldion, B,000 tons per annum, 24s.
per ton; Bumbury, 500 tons per annum,
21s. per ton. 2, The average priee, tak-
ing all ports into consideration, paid by
ithe Government during the last contract
was 18s. 11d. 3. The actual advance in
price, for Newcastle coal in conneetion
with the new contract is: Fremantle, 1st
vear, 23,000 tons at 1d. per ton; Fre-
mantle, 2nd and 3rd years, 40,000 tons
per annun, at 7d. per ton; Geraldton,
8,000 tons per annum, at 5s. 1d. per ton;
Bunbury, 500 tons per anoum, at 2s. 1d.
per ton.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier : Papers relating to
the survey of lots in the Wickepin Town-
site; annual report of Caves Board.
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By the Treasurer: Amended Regula-
ttons under “The Land and Income Tax
Assossment Aet, 1907.7

By the MMinister for Railways: Rail-
way Industrial agreement ; additional
papers asked for by Mr. Holman.

RAILWAY INDUSTRIAL AGREE-

MENTS.
Papers not complete.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon, H. Gregory): ln regard to cer-
tain statements made recently in the
House, I have the following communica-
tion from the Secretary to the Commis-
sioner for Railways:—

“With reference to the statements
in the Legislative Assembly that all
papers in connection with the disputes,
conferences, industrial agreements, and
industrial arbitration ease hetween the
Minister and Commissioner of Rail-
ways and the railway employees in the
years 1904 and 1905, had not been
placed on the Table of the House, so
far ags I am aware, all the papers we had
in the office were duly sent you. After
reading the remarks, I remembered
that we had in the office a file of old
papers which had been sent down from
Mr. Holman’s offiee after the change
of Government in 1905, and whieh had
been stowed away in a cupboard. While
searching through these I discovered
the attached papers, which are the notes
of a deputation which waited on Mr.
Holman in 1905, The fle of papers
referred to consists prineipally of
carbon copies of letters on various sub-
jeets whieh were written during Mr.
Holman’s term of office, and when the
papers were called for by you it did
net oceur to me to look through this
file to see if there was anything in it
which bore on the matter, as I con-
cluded that all the papers were on the
office files.”

When Mr. Holman was Minister for Rail-
ways he was in the habit of keeping sep-
arate records and files of all that trans-
pired at the Minister’s office, with the re-
sult that a larze number of special files
accumulated in his office. TWhen Mr.
Holman retired from office these special
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files were putr away down at the railway

alfices. The practice of keeping separate
files lias not been continued sinee Mr.
Holman left office. Probably that was

the reason why this file was overlooked.
It contained. other than records which
appeared on the other files. the resull of
a eonferende hefween the railway men and
Mr. Holman himself. [ am not sure
whether this is the paper of the absence
of which Mr. Holuan was eomplaming;
bui these are all the papers the Railway
Department has in its possession. [ beg
te table the accompanying file.

BLECTORAL—MURRAY VACANCY.
The PREMIER (Hon. N. .J. Moore) :
Owing to the death of the late John
Pollard McLarty, T beg to move—
That the seat of the member for
Murray be declared vacan!t.

Question put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 19089,
In Commitiee of Supply.

Regummed from the Tth Janwavy; Mr
Ptaglish in the Chair.

TrEASURY DEPARTMENT AND ADMINIS-
TrATIVE Brawewes (Hon, Frank Wilson,
Treasurer).

Vote—Indenting Office, £1,875:

Ttem, Incidentals, £600:

Mr. TROY: An iuerease was uofice-
able in this item as compared with that of
last vear; would the Treasurer tell the
Committee what was the reason for this
inerease?

The TREASURER: As members
waould see it had been thought advisable
tu separate these items from the London
Ageney Vote, it having been thought wise
to keep the Indenting Office distinet as
far as possible. The only way of com-
paring this year’s vote with that of last
vear was to add the ineidentals of the
Indenting Office this vear to that of the
incidental in the London Ageney vote,
and eompare them with the total iuei-
dental vote for the London Ageney of
the previeus vear.  This wounld show
that this vear the total for incidental
wag £1,100. as compared with £1.215 in
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the previous year. * The two had to be
faken in eonjunction in order to wet the
net vesult.

Mr. TAYLOR: The fooi-note stated
that the estimated vevenue from the de-
pariment was £1.873. Was he to under-
stawd that the Scate received that rev-
enue from this pavticular office?

The TREASURER : The system was to
charge two per cent. for inspection. The:
revenue was charged when fhe goods
wers sent ouf. and the sum of £1,875 was
the estimated revenue from the indent-
ing office for the vear.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Sclentific Grants,.
ete., £13475;

Ttem, Public Libvary of Wesiern Aus-
tralia, £3,250:

Mr. ANGWIN: In addition (o the sum
appearving on the Estimaies the Library
received some £300 o £400 from the gen-
eral vote for mechanies™ institufes,
working men’s associations, elcetera, fov
the purposes of the travelling library.
He could not see where the additional
cost eame in, as the couutry librarvies had
to pay for the carriage of the hooks,

The TREASURER.: The amount pro-
posed to he paid for the travelling
lihrary was £250, not £330 as mentioned
in the Estimates. 1t was a printer’s
errar that the sum of £330 was men-
tioned in Lhe fooinate. The travelling
library had undoubtedly been doing ex-
cellent work in the State. and the
money spent vear by vear for that pur-
pose out of the total sum voted for
libraries was altogether too small for re-
quirements. So far as it wenl, however,
the money had been well spent.  The
balanee sheet for last year showed on
the expenditure side: purchase of lhooks,
£147; book-cases £49; salaries, £23; cart-
age and freight, £30. So that notwith-
standing what the hon. member had
#aid sume sum had te be paid by the de-
partinent for the distribution of books.
The greater propartion of the expendi-
fure was due to the purchase of books.
This was necessnry hecause the library
oificials eould not send out books from
the Perth library. otherwige they would
be short there. There had to he a
special supply of baoks for the travelling
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Library,  The demands for cases of books
was inereasing every yvear, showing that
the system was growing in popularity.
Last yvear nearly 6,000 volumes were in
cirenlation  among 31 ifustitutes.  No
portion of the Library vote could be bet-
ter justilied than this, Dbecause there
were being distributed wraiis in the dif-
ferem centres ot the State whieh could
not pay tor hool= thenrelves a large
tumber of useful volumes, He had re-
ceived a letter from a man on one ot the
tirnher mills at (Greenbushes i which the
system was spoken of very highly, It
wa< menttoned that therve was a reading
rooin and libravy there managed by a
commitiee elected by subseribers. and
that in the library were 1000 volumes
supplied trom the Public Library ander
the rtravelling libeary  svstem. The
majority of these works were valuable
hooks ot reference and formed the back-
hone of the library. and the writer said
that they were books that eould not pos-
siblv have been purchased by the loeal
committee owing o their eost, and that
the system of sending out books from
the Public Lihrary was very highly ap-
preciated there.

Mr. BATH : There was no douln that
tite svstem ol @ travelling library was
very desirable. but whar he nhjecied ro
was the sam of €30 being taken for this
purpose From the general vote for me-

chanies”  institutes. working men’s as-
suelations, art soeieties. eteetera. The

cusl of this work =hould be paid for out
of the annual vote for the Public Libravy.
Perth.

The Treasurer: The travelling library
is lor the henefit of the out-baek instity-
tions.

Mr. BATH: The Public Library,
Perth. received all the credit and owned
all the boaks. The total vote for me-
chanics” institutes, eteetera, only
£21000 and when one  constlered  the
large number of institutes thac this sum
had te be divided among, it wonld be
realised that to deduct £300 from rhe
tetal vute constituted a havdship.

The TREASURER: 1If #t were the
wislt of the Committee he would in fram-
e the Estimates  next  yvear—should
that dwy he his—put the item for a

was
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travelling  library  down  separately.
Probably that would be the better eourse
to adept and then the exaet sum to be
spent tor that purpese would be shown
on the Fstimates proper. He had simply
followed the customn of the past, which
had been to deduct the sum trom the
general vote to mechanies”  institules,
eteelera.  The sum was €251 a vear, not
€300 ax mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition, [t was due to a printer's
error fhal the sum was shown on the
Estimates at £350,

Mr. Bath: Would you not deduet the
sam from the vote for the Dublic
Library?

The THEASURER: No: it would be a
separate item entively.

[eem—Perth Museum and Art Gallery.
£3.800:

AMr. OSBORYN: Year after year large
simux of mouey had been spent on the
Museam in building, and now we might
well expeet that the cost for upkeep
woulit be less than it had been hereto-
fore. The amount voted for the Perth
Musenm was altogether vut of propor-
tisnl, considering the small amounts paid
to the institutions in other parts of the
State. The vote might reasonably be re-
duced by a tew hundred poundsz, and
perhaps then the money so saved would
be able te be spent in o better direction.
He maoved

That the item be reduced by £3010).

The TREASURER: This vote had
been kepl as low as pussible. In the vears
1903-4 and 1904-5 the sum of €3.800 was
provided. The anwount this yvear was
exactly the same. [n 1803-6 it was found
that the committee eould not make ends
weet. In taet they zot inta debt. and the
vite was inereased to £4300. Next vear
it was eat down 1o £3.500, because they
el Bae €800 more in the previous vear.
In 1905-6 the result was that at the end
of the vear the Committee found they
were in debt again to the extent of about
£3000 or £400. Thex gave an assurance
thar thev bad exercised everv care and
lad been unable to avoid ecetting into
debt. The amount waz 1hen raised again
to £3.800 and it had stood ar that ever
sinee. Lasgt vear a new Art Gallery was
opened, amd notwithstandine this meant
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a considerable increase in  expenditure,
between £40G and £60G, hLe told the com-
miltee that they would have to make the
amount to which they had been aceus-
tomed serve their ends. During the past
six months the expenditure on this in-
stitution had equalled nearly £2,000, and
there were still many items such as
salaries, wages, mineralogy, furniture,
books and incidental chavges, including
interest on overdraft to be met, and it
would be quite impossible for the com-
miltee, the members of whieh were act-
ing in an honorary capaecity, to do more
than keep within the vote provided on
the Esttmates. He econld net speak too
highly of the work that this institotion
was doing. The number of visitors alone
ghowed that it was very extensively pat-
ronised. The number had averaged
60,000 duving the past few years, and
since the opening of the new Art Gallery
about five months ago there had been
an attendance of 41,412 which showed
at onece that that braneh of the institntion
wag appreciated, and that the publie were
taking full advantage of it. KEveryone
muost recognise that these institutions were
doing very excellent work, and were an
important adjunct to our edueational
system.. Lectures were delivered during
the winter months and taking everything
inte consideration the institution was one
of the most up-to-date we had. The Com-
mittee should deal with the vote in a rea-
sonable way, and he hoped the amend-
meni would not be pressed. If the
amendment was earried it would put a
body of men into a tight corner, a body
of men who gave their services gratu-
itously in the interests of science and
education generally.

Mr. BOLTON: The item appeared to
be a large one, but he would not like to
see the institution hampered, becaunse it
was one of these institutions which was
not of a classy nature. It was surprising
to him that the motion to reduce the item
should come from the champion of cham-
pions of the Caves vote. In connection
with the Caves vote, there was a different
argument to be advanced and he felt that
he could sheer off supporting the amend-
ment because it was moved by the mem-
ber for Roebourne, This institntion
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which was open to any ecitizen from any
part of the State was more worthy of
consideration and support than one which
was of a classy nature and open fo only
a select few.

Mr. JOHNSON: Tt was not quite pos-
sible to follow the hon. member for Roe-
bourne in his desire to reduce this vote.
With other hon. members it was not his
intention to encourage the reduction of
any item that had for its ohject the edu-
cation of the people, and there was no
doubt that this institution assisted largely
in the education of the people. He could
not but express his absolute astonishment
that the proposal to reduce the item
slionld eome from the member for Roe-
bourne, afler having heard the speech he
delivered a few nights previously on the
subject of the reduction of the vote for
the Caves, which was purely a elass ex-
penditure, an expenditure for the luxury
of a few at the expense of the many. The
item in question was for the edueation of
the whale of the people and did a great
deal towards the education of those who
took a particular interest in that form
of education.

Mr., BUTCHER:; Tt was not his in-
tention _to support the reduetion of the
item. '

Mr. Bolton: The member for
bourne stands alone.

Mr. BUTCHER: These grants, how-
ever, were increasing too rapidly, and
hecoming year after year too great. We
were going too far alead of our require-
ments. He was not saying anything
against this particular item because he
was cuite in accord with it, but he hoped
that the Government would be ecautious
in the future and see that these items
were not allowed to increase to any great
exlent or beyond that amount which we
were justified in granting from time to
time.

Mr. HEITMANN: It was not his in-
tention to suport the reduetion of the item
but wonld the Minister in charge give
some information congerning the coin-
stitution of the board of management?

The TREASURER: The bhoard was
constituted as follows:—Dr, Hackett was
chairman, and the members were Sir
George Shenton, Dr. Harvey, Mr. Can-

Roe-
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ning, Mr. Justice MacMillan, and Mr.
Henry Briggs, the President of the Legis-
lative  Council, and Dr. Kelsall
One seat was vaeant. The at-
tendances at the mwmeetings hLad been
as follows:—Seven committee meelings
had been held; Dr. Hackett had attended
six, Mr. Briggs the full number, Mr, Can-
ning six, Sir George Shenton, who un-
fortunately had been ill, attended two,
Mr. Harper, who bhad since resigned,
having been out of the State, had at-
tended one, Dr. Harvey four, Dr. Kelsall
three, and Judge MacMillan fve. Tt
-eould be seen that the attendances were
fairly good and keen interest had heen
taken by the members of the committee
m the work of the institution. These
genllemen were appointed for five years.

Ay, Johnson : I would suggest that
the Treasurer alter the class nature of
the committee. 1t would be very ad-
visable to make the committee as broad
as possible.

The TREASURER: It was proposed
in the future to appoint the eomnittee
for three vears instead of five. He was
in aeceord with the lhon. member’s sug-
gestion and he would make a note of
it.

Mr. OSBORN: It was not his in-
{ention te take mueh notice of the re-
marks which had beeu made by the mem-
ber for North Fremantle, It showed
what judgment that member had when he
said that he would not snpport the re-
duction of the item because it was moved
by the member for Roebourne,  The
member for Guildford alse wanted an
elaborate explanation from him in re-
speet to the attitude he had taken as
compared with his attitude when the
House sat on a previous oceasion. He
did not intend fto make any personal
explanation to the member for Guild-
ford. What he did in the House he
did as any hon. member would. He
acted on his own initiafive and accord-
ing to his own judgment and it was his
intention to keep to those lines. He
threw that out as a hint to show that
he was not there fo he dictated to.
When he felt it was his duty to rise
in his place to make any remarks he
would do so without reference to any
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bhon. member, and without asking their
permission. Fle had no intention of giv-
ing an account of his stewardship to any
member, but spoke for the sake of the
Committee generally, having had some-
thing to say in reference to these items
during his election campaign. Some of
this expenditure should be decentralised
and the benefit of it given to the out-
lying towns of the State. Though the
amendment was not likely to be carried,
it gave him the opportunity of expres-
sing his views on the matter; and as
for this beiug a non-class institution, of
conrse any institution was non-class
where there was no fee for admission.
Another item he had supported was for
a commiitee that had to find a cerlain
amount of funds, but the committee eon-
trolling this item had no funds to find,
being amply supplied from the public
purse. Any committee could do good
work in these circumsianees, but it was
time the public told the commitiee that
they must keep within the bounds set
down on the Estimates. Ie had recog-
nised the amendment would nof meet
with support when he moved it; he now
desired to withdraw it.

Amendment withdrawn.

Item, Zoological Gardens, £3,600:

Mr. BUTCHER : The gardens did nnt
appear to be in keeping with the full
benefit of the expenditure of the money;
they had an arid appearance like the
North of the State when suffering from
extreme drought. The money seemed to
be spent on tmproving ericket and tennis
lawns at the expense and sacrifice of
the gardens, the portion to which the
money should be devoted, and for which
it was voted by Parliameni. Was there
any report to show where the money
was spent, and what good had been de-
rived from it? It seemed as if there
was a smaller number of animals now.

Mr. BATH: The gardens were at con-
siderable disadvantage by reason of
their sitwation. It would be advisable
if the Government took into considera-
tion some means of cheapening the cost
of getting to South Perth, hecause the
cost of getting there detracted from the
attendance at the gardens and. there-
fore, from the revenue which went to-
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wards maintenance. The ferry eompany
had enjoyed the monopely alfogether too
long, and it was itime the C(lovernment
or the municipality ran a service at a
reasvnable rate.

Mre. GILL: When teunis matches
were being plaved theve was an extry
charge to go on ihe fine Inwns ar the
vardens. Did Lhose wha were playing
tennis pay for the privilege?

Mr. Scaddan: My word they do!
ravdens absolutely fleece them.

Mr. GILL: One was impressed with
the fact that a number of animals and
birds had disappeared, and that 1he gar-
dens were not up to the siandard they
should maintain for the amount of maney
voled.

Mr. JACOBY: An importani prin-
ciple was raised by (he member for Gias-
eovne. Money was voted by Parltament
to establish a Zoo, but a large portion
of the money was spent in providing a
cricket ground and teunis lawns.  1f
such expenditure was justifiable every
arant given by Parliament for a speei-
fic purpose could be utilised in divections
other than those for which the money
wus voted. In this case money voted
for edueational purposes was spenf in
establishing recreation grounds. Tt was
wrontg and illezal: it not illegal, it was
highly improper. More steps should he
taken in regard to acelimatisation, one
of the most important works of ilie com-
mittee econtrolling the gardens. He (Mr,
Jacoby) was afraid that this work had
heen rather neglected, and that at undue
amount of money and time had been
devoted to works not intended by Par-
liament. Tt was praetically a misappro-
priation.

Mr. OSBORN: The committee eontrol-
ling the gardens looking ahead had rve-
vognised that the 1ime must come when
Government grants wonld be discontinued.
The courfs they had laid down were an
asset that would always be available to
sectire vevenne for the upkeep of the Zoo,
Of course anything would be more popu-
lar if there was no fee eharged. Tf the
tennis players and supporters patronised
the courts in the way indicated then the
people interested in that particular sport
were «atisfied with the treatment they re-
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ceived. 1f there was no indication in che
grant of (he way in whieh the money was
to be spent then the Irustees eould ex-
pend it in whatever way (hey thought
hest for the benefit of the grounds, to
make themm revenie-producing. He
praised the managzement of the Zoo for
the way in which they carried out thew
trust.  He did not profess to have a
wreal deal of experienee in regard to
zoological eardens, but about 12 months
ago he had visited the zoological gardens
in three of the arher States and the Zoo
at Sonth Perth compared mare than fav-
ourably  with the institulions in other
places.  The management of the Zoo had
done admirable work,

Alv. TAYLOR: ‘When one compared
the Zoologieal Gardens at South Perth
with these in the other States one had
1o take inte consideration the eondifions
that existed in the various places. In ihe
other States the zoological zardens were
gituated where the trams reached them,
bat here people had to cross a streteh of
waler to gel to the Zoo. Then there was
a ditference in the up-keep. The land on
which the Zoological Gardens at South
Perth wure established was composed of
white sand, while in the Eastern States
the Lond was of a more valuable charaeter.
The water used at the Zoo was highly
mineralised, while hetter conditions pre-
vatled in the Eastern States. We wust
recognise that we could not produce in
the sand what eould he produced in good
soil, without nsing maunres, Then the
rate of wages in this State was consider-
ably higher for the class of labour re-
quired than in the Eastern States, and
there were not the sane facilities for get-
ting and exchanging animals here as in
the Fastern States. A large amount of
the money expended in the upkeep of the
Zoologieal Gardens here went info the
puckels of the producers of the State for
e purchase of fodder for the use of the
animals. Then we could not compare the
Zoological Gardens which had been es-
fablished lhere only 10 years with those
which had been established in Melbonrne
for 46 vears. Those in charge of the Zoo
here had done very good work; there
were not the same facilities for visitors
going to the gardens here as existed in
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the Easiern Siates. I a persm with a
family wizhed to make a trip to 1the Zoo
it wag very costly, and the Zoologieal
Gardens were largely paironised hy the
working classes and ibeir families. It
wag to he hoped the niember for Gas-
coviie wonld uot move to reduce the item.

Mr. BUTCHER: The point which he
wished to make was that the amount of
moeney granted every year for ihe main-
tenance of the Zoo was not nsed in the
divection which Parvliament intended. Tf
the meniber for Roebourne was willing to
assist in passing a grant of £3,500 for
the up-keep of tenuis courts instead of
being uxzed tor the purpose originally in-
tended he had no more to =ax, hat if this
items appeared on the Estimates anofher
time he would make strenuous efforts to
have it struek off. In speaking of the
wardens as they existed 12 months ago
they were a cvedit to the State, hut in
gpeaking of the gardens to-day they hore
an arid appearance which he {Mr. Bui-
<her) compared to a drought in the North-
West whieh he had esperienced.  The
zardens were hol a credit to the trustees.
It was (o he hoped that in the future ithis
money would he put to the purposes for
which ir was oranted, the mantenance
and upkeep of the Zoological Gardeng
and not fir the maintenance of tennis
and ericket grounds.

The TREASURER: After the remarks
of ihe member for Mount Margaret there
was very little to say i1 defence of this
ttem. If members had faken the frouble
to eonsuli the Aet they would find that it
was laid down there ihai ibese grounds
were vested in certain fimstees to be mam-
tained and used for wmardens and for
soologieal and aeelimatisation purposes,
for a publie reserve and recreation. Ti
was never intended that the grounds
shonld be exclusively used for zoologieal
and acclimatisation purposes. The re-
crveation of onr rising generaiion was as
of much importance as education. This
mouey was expended on a publie reserve
where people could go and enjox them-
selves, and nol only have healthful en-
Joxmeni buf at the same time receive <ome
edueational benefiis. He wished ta add
hia tribute 1o the management of the gar-
dens: we had the very ablesi man whe
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conld] e seleeted in chiarge of the gardens,
Mr. Le Sounef, who had ‘an uphil! battle
to fight. and had 1o overcome the difficul-
ties of nature in the shape of 200 feet of
whire sanid. e had (o use hore water
which eawe out of the ground at a tem-
perature of 100 degrees and was highly
minepalised, In o year or two it de-
stroved vewetation: he believed it was
much better on the grass and gave good
results an the tennis eonrts.  The objer-
tiun taken to the item could not be sus-
tained.  The member for Gascoyne stated
that the item had inereased year by year,
but. the. Guvernment had endeavoured to
cut down the items to the ntmost far-
thine. Ln 1903-4 the Zoological Gardens
were granted a vote of €3,900 and a
special vote of £300. making a total of
400, T 1IHH-3 the vote was £3,900;
in 1905-6 it was £3,900, and there was a
special vote of £300, making a total of

£4.400. To 1006-7 the amount voted was
£3.500.  Then he (the Tressuver) took

c¢haree and found that the various voies
st be cut down, and the amount was
rediced to £3,600. This vear the vote
was again £3.600.  Tf members looked
inio the papers on the Table they would
see that every econviny had been exercigsed
and every rare faken. These wgavdens
were doing wmueh more for the public of
Western Australin than wmoest similar in-
sittutions i other portims of the Com-
Ove could see by glancing
at the balance-sheet what work had been
done. It wag shown that there was £658
for prewises. upkeep, ete.  Food and
foraze rvepresented over £1,000, and this
it had to be remembered was all expended
within the State. The purchase and tran-
port af stoek was put down at £174,
Thai. 1eo, was spent within the State.
He reminded members that our specimens
were collected and sent Home and ex-
changed for spectmens firom  the
old  world. The diveetor informed
him that in this  direction there
was p halanece in his favour from
Lendonr  of  £173.  Office expenses
amaounted  to  £104, peinting  and
adveriising £124. incidenial £132, and in-
rerest €301, The Zoologival Gardens re-
ceived a Government grant. of £3.600 and
notwithstunding that we had been passing
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through some rather depressed times, not-
withstanding that our people had not so
much money fto spend ou recreation as
hitherto, last year they took at the gates
£1,565. That was about £150 below the
average of the last four or five years. It
was however much greater than the re-
ceipts of some of the zoological gardens
of the Eastern States. Compared with
Bouth Anstralia it was better, notwith-
standing that the gardens at South Perth
were to some extent inaccessible. Exeep-
tion had been taken to the tennis lawns.
Although the clubs had a right to use
these lawns, their members had to pay
the entrance fee at the gardens as other
people did and they also paid a fee to
the club. There was thus a great source
of revenue. In the amount collected at
the gaies there was a fair proportion due
to those tennis clubs, and anyone who had
attended there on a Saturday afternoon
to witness the pennant matches would re-
cognise what a great benefit they were to
the gardens from a revenue point of view
and what an enormous advantage it was
to our own people to have those beautiful
lawns to play tennis on. The lawns were
equnal to any in the Commonwealth. The
sports ground reeeipts totalled £80, pony
and other rides £32.

Mr. Gili: Does the £80 inelude en-
trance fee to the sports?
The TREASURER: No. There was

also rent from the refreshment room,
£30 per annum, and the rent of weighing
machines, £10, and smaller sums bring-
ing the total to £1,565 for last year.
Taking everything into consideration Mr.
Le Souef was to be congratulated on
what he had done on such a large area
of ground, larger than that oceupied by
any other zoological gardens in the Com-
monwealth, and he had the very worst
country to tackle, a fact which could be

perceived by the white sand, and he had’

also a very bad water supply.

Mr. Butcher: It has had the effect of
destroying some of the animals.

The TREASURER.: That was not so.
The fact remained that we had between
60,000 and 75,000 people every year vis-
iting these gardens notwithstanding all
the disahilities.  Another feature we
must not overlook was that the director
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gave- every Friday afternoon nature
study lectures to school children and
there were about sixty of our publie
schools which took advantage of this
opportunity. This was work which was
not undertaken in any other zoological
gardens in Australia. We could not
commend too highly the director for the
work he was performing and he hoped
the vote would be passed.

Mr, SCADDDAN: Last year he had
something to say in connection with the
expendifure of money for providing ten-
nis courts and ericket grounds at the
Zoological Gardens. On that oceasion he
destred to obtain some information from
the Treasurer as to what the gardens
were actaally receiving from these
players and others who were using the
grounds, but he was unable to obtain
that information.  Sinee then he had
beenn in communication with the tennis
clubs and the association and they had
informed him that they paid the Zoo-
logical Gardens £90 a year for the right
to hold their annual tournaments. The
South Perth club paid £70 a year for
the right to practise and to play every
Saturday. Every member either of the
associated clubs or the South Perth club
paid 6d. entranee, whether to play or
practise during the week days. At the
same iime every person who went there
to witness tennis also paid Gd. entrance
fee. Under those cireumstances one
could see that the tennis clubs were a

" great souree of revenue to the Zoologieal

Gardens and he regretted having been
informed now that the elubs were likely
to withdraw their patronage from the
gardens, not because they were dissatis-
fied with the treatment they had been re-
ceiving, but becanse it was found that
the Fremantle and other suburban elubs
could not utilise the grounds there pro-
vided, on aceount of their inaccessibility.
These clubs were now negotiating with
the municipal eouneil of Subiaco to lay
tennis courts at Mueller Park which was
mueh more aceessible, and they +were
likely next season to hold their tourna-
ments and most of their practice at that
park. It might be as well to say after
all that it seemed the Zoological Gardens
were wise in providing these grounds for
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reereation purposes. One wanted some
little recreation in the grounds besides
looking at the animals. He had taken
this, the earliest opportunity, of not alto-
gether withdrawing the remarks he had
made last year when the Treasurer was
not able to give the information wanted
regarding the takings from these ¢lubs—

The Treasurer: It was not shown.

My, SCADDAN: Then it should be
shown in order that members might nn-
derstand what they were asked to pass.
The member for Gasecoyne would not
make any complaints about the grounds
when he knew exactly the amounts that
ltad been paid by the clubs which had
been more than sufficient to keep the
grounds in order.

Alr. Butcher: These amounts do not
keep the grounds in order; that is my
objeciion,

Mr. SCADDAN: Visitors from the
Eastern States had remarked that these
conrts were among the best to be found
in the Commonwealth. The Zoologieal
(Gardens authorities were wise in pro-
viding them, and he hoped they wounld
hold out every inducement to the tennis
players to continue to play their games
there.

Mr. BUTCHER: The information he
bad obiained was whai he had soughi
and it was to the effect that the Com-
miftee were granting £3,800 for the up-
keep of the tenmis lawns and not as was
originally thought for the upkeep of the
Zoological Gardens.

The Treasurer: That is quite a wrong
construetion.

Mr. BUTCHER: The whole of the
Treasurer’s arguments substantiated the
remarks he (Mr. Butcher) had made
that the vote was being used for that
purpose. He was extremely sorry we
were granting this sum of money an-
nually for the upkeep of tennis lawns
and cricket grounds when it should be
devoted to the zoological portion of the
institution and for the edueational por-
poses and benefit of our people.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Lithographic, £5,638:

Mr. BATH: On the last oceasion when
this vote was discnssed he suggested the
advisability of effecting economy by
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ecombining this department with the
Printing Department. The administra-
tion salaries alone were fairly consider-
able items, and there was no need in a
State like Western Australia to bave
these departments conducted separately.
He wounld like te know whether the
Treasurer had gone into the matter and
whether he was considering the advisa-
bility of effecting the evmbiuation.

The TREASURER: The matter had
been delayed owing to the absence of
the Government Lithographer on long
service leave. He (the Treasurer) had
called for and obtained a report from
the Government Printer on the sub-
jeet, and now he had a similar
report from the Government Litho-
grapher. These he bhad sent on
to the Public Service Commissioner
for advice as to whether the sug-
gested amalgamation would be beneficial
to the State. Up to the present, indica-
tions were quite the other way. In each
of the other States—and, he believed,
in the old eountry also—the offices were
kept distinet. In Victoria each depart-
ment had its own lithographic estahlish-
ment attached to it. The same thing ob-
tained in New South Wales. In South
Australia and in Queensland the litho-
graphic office was attached to the sur-
vey department. The reports of the
Government Printer and the Government
Lithographer were now before the Publie
Service Commissioner, who would fur-
nish a report to the Minister in due
eourse,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—London Agency, £3.646:

Mr, ANGWIN: For some considerable
time many had thought it would be ad-
visable that the officers of the London
Agency should be pertodieally chang-
ed with other Government officers
in the State in order that the
latest personal information might be
obtainable in the London Agency.-
Officers in the London Ageney who
had originally gone from this Staie
had now been so long in Eng-
land that they had praectically no
personal knowledge of the State in its
latest developments. In econsequence,
many immigrants had been led astray
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by wrong informaiion, as was to be
learned every week from articles m the
Press. It was, he thought, highly ad-
visable (hat periodical changes should
he made. In order the more definitely
to draw attention to this, he moved—
That the vole be reduced by £1.

My, UNDERWOOD: The State was
not. receiving anything like an adequate
return for the money expended on the
London Ageney. For his part ke was
totally opposed o the vote in its entive-
tv. The time had come when the posi-
tion of Agent General should be abolished
and someone appointed as a  husiness
agent—someone who would atiend to his
husiness and leave the soeial functions
to lock after themselves. Recently he
had met a lady who had come from Eng-
land and had, immediately before her
departure, gone to the Londen Ageney
for information regarding Western Ans-
fralin. She was there furnished with the
Commonwealth Year Book for 1904, and
the most recent information given roher
was two vears behind date. Was ir for
this that he State was paying nearly
£4000 a vear? He thought the office
ought to be abolished altogeiher. He
moved—

That the vote be reduced by E1,000.

The CHAIRMAN: The later amend-
ment, imvelving as it did a larger
amount, wonld take precedence over the
first amendment.

The TREASURER : The moving of 20
drastie an amendiment was haedly the
way to achieve ihe object of the hon.
member. It mattered not whetlier the
ofticer in Londou were termed the Agent
General or the husiness agent. he would
still have io represent Western Anstra-
lia, and to represent u  worthily. Tt
wotld indeed be a bad thing tor Western
Australia if the Tondon Ageney were
closed up ai this juncivve.  What it
might be in the disiant future when the
Commonwealth High Commissioner was
resident in London it was nei easv to
say; but for the next few vears Western
Australia would have fo hold her own
in London, and it wonld be the duty of
the Ageni Geueral, ar husiness agent. to
see thai the Siate wot as good a deal
as did any other State of the Common-
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wealth. The present Agent General had
done that during his two years of office.
When it was rvemembered that all the
other divisions of the British Empive
were by their representatives con-
eity of London
the necessity  would  be realised of
Western  Australin having  a thor-
oughly  capable  representative  sta-
tioned there. The agreement with the
London and Westminster Bank, made in
the early part of last wear, in itself
went to show the advantage and the pro-
fit of having a fitting representative in
Londdn.  The flotation of loans and the
arrangements and re-arvangements fre-
quently to be made with finaneial insti-
tutions suggested the benefit of having
in London a thoroughly good representa-
tive. It was to be hoped hon. members
would not run away with the idea that
it was a waste of time and of money
to attend to social functions. Anvone
knowing anything abeut Imperial poli-
tieal cireles knew full well that a State
which wished to hold its own in the eves
of the old couniry wonld have to be
worthilvy represented in social as well as
in business life. As to the peronal know-
ledge of Western Australin whicl the
member for East Fremantle desived in
offieers in the London Ageney, it was
to he remembered that gquite reeently
new blood had been transmitted to the
old comntry. Tt was not so many years
since the rhen Engineer-in-Chief, Mr.
Palmer, had been sent to London. Mr
Salter also had been sent Home shorfly
afierwards.

Mr. Bail - What position did he wset?

The TREASURER: His title was
Assistant Tnspeecting Engineer.

Mr. Angwi: Then he is not there io
give general information.

The TREASURER : Stili he was avail-
able in the event of the Agent Genernl re-
qairing information from him. Quiie re-
cenfly Mr. Ranford had been sent Home.
Mr. Ranfard was eonversanl with every-
thing pertaining to the agrieultural eondi-
tions of Western Australia. He had gone
to the London Ageney to assist in adver-
tistne Western Australin: and it would
be his duiv. a= ii was his desire. to get
oni af Tondon inte the agrienliural cen-
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tres there to proeclaim whet he hnew of
the soil and climate of Western Australia.

Mr, Scaddan: He is a champion at
telling a iall tale.

Mr. Taylor: He is the best snake-yarn
teller in this country.

The TREASURER: Mr. Ranford was
intimately aequainted with the agricul-
tural features of Western Australia and
with the conditions of life in the agrienl-
tural districls. These he had at his fingers’
ends, together with a mass of general
knowledge. So the member for East
Fremantle would see that in this respect
the London office was up-to-date.  If
members would add topether the twa
votes, the London Agency and Indenting
‘Office, they would see that between them
there was an estimated saving of from
£300 Lo £600.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to .30
pan.)

Mr, URDERWOOD: The Treasurer's
remarks made one more convineed fhat
this offieé as it was at present eonstituted
should he done away with. Tt seemed to
he a regular thing to refer to every officer
leaving the State as heing an exeellent
man, and it was extraordinary that all
these officers, Mr. Ranford, Mr. Gilbert,
and My, Farmer, should be drawn from
‘the Lands Office. Perhaps that aceounted
for zome of the fearful hungling that
now existed in the Lands Office. We
must have sent all the good men away.
1t was remarkabhle how people always
said, “We have sent so-and-so Home.”
Australia was his home, but listening to
many Australian legislators, one would be
Jjustified in defining an Australian as, “A
person who 1s horn and lives all his life
16,000 miles from Home” Sending these
gentlemen abroad spoilt their nsefnl-
ness to a great exteni. They should be
changed fairly often. No doubt the civil
servant “at Home” was a very superior
person, and that the Australian who got
“Home” was likely to take on some of
the traits of the London civil servant.

Mr. BATH: One could not support
the proposal of the member for Pilbara
to reduce the item by the amount the
hon. member desired. Wesiern Austra-
lia for more than one reason required a
representative in London so long as so
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much financial business was (ransacted in
that centre of the Empire. Competition
between naiions and countries was largely
conmercial compeiition, and unless we
kept up our end of the log and put our
hest fout foremost, as was the expression,
we were likely to be left behind in the
race. The statement of the Treasurer in
regard ta the wore favourable arrange-
ment for dealing with our loans and the
amount of saving to be aceompliched by
the new arrangement, was something sub-
stantial to be nrged in favour of the work
of the Agent Cieneral in London; but a
fair proportion of the credit was due to
the vigorous way in which the Premier
of South Australia had dealt with the
question of the charges of dealing with
loans on the Home market when on a
visit to London last year. The eriticism
then indulged in. and the publicity given
to it in the London jounrnals. had brought
the question prominemly forward, and
this the Treasurer would admit was partly
responsible tor the more favowrable terms
conceded.

The Treasurer: That, and the Vietor-
ian effort at the same time.

Mr. BATH: We would probably he
able to do even better than in the fulure,
hecause it was shown by the negotiations
in conneetion with the loan issned by the
South Australian Government for re-
dempiion purposes that there was some
ring or combination to maintain the per-
centages for earrying on this work. The
member for East Fremantle was right

in drawing attention to the mneed for
changing the officials in the London

Agency at stated periods. We could with
advantage change these officers about,
bringing those at Home to the Stale, and
replacing them by officers from our de-
partments in the State, so that the in-
formation available in the London office
wonid always be up-to-date, and wonid
he praetical information acquired first-
hand and from recent personal knowledge
of Western Australian  progress and
affairs. Therefore. while he could nat
support the drastic proposal of the mem-
ber for Pilbara, he would vote for the
other proposal of the member for East
Fremantle to reduce the vote hy £1. The
member for Pilbara showed great en-
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thusiasm in his ideas of reform, but
seemed to be absolutely devoid of any
sense of proportion in the matter. While
in the near future it would be to the ad-
vantage of Australia to have one repre-
sentative in England, until that was eon-
summated the State nmst still maintain
her representative in London. A gentle-
man who had visited the Franco-British
Exhibition said that Canada scored over
Australia because the Dominion was re-
presented by one comprehensive exhibit
which impressed the people, whereas each
Australian State had its own exhibits.

Mr. Nanson: But they were all in the
same pavilion.

Mr. BATIL: This gentleman said that
if there had been one combined exhibit
for Australia as a whole it would have
been better than the Canadian exhibit,
and would kave impressed the people
wmore. Canada scored in heing able to
sink provineial jealousies for the good of
the whole, Whatever advantaged the
whole must undoubtedly benefit the in-
dividual.

Mr. FOQULKES: The London office
was not in the best position, being in a
street devoted entirely to offices. Located
in a more business part, for instance, in
the City itself, it would be more likely
to do good. A change of officers was
likely to do a great deal of good. It
would do a great deal of good if the
three clerks were selected from our de-
partments here.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: One officer went
from here.

Mr. FOULKXS: That was seven years
ago. The officers should be ehanged
every three years.

Mr. TAYLOR: It would be wiser and
more heneficial if the secretary was
changed. That officer had been out of
the Stale for about 20 years, and it was
impossible for him to give fo intending
settlers any idea of Western Australia
to-day.

Hon.F.H. Piesse: He has been back here.

Mr. TAYLOR: Only for a short wvisit.
The need for this change was emphasised
during the passage of the last Estimates.
‘While he had no intention of supporting
the amendment moved by the member
for Pilbara, he would support (he pro-
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posal of the member for East Fremanile
for a nomipal reduction in the vote to
emphasise the opinion of the Committee
as to the need for reorganising the Lon-
don Agenecy and sending home men yp-
to-date in regard to land settlement and
the state of our indusiries, so that they
would be able to send out a proper class
of Immigrants. That could not be done
satisfactorily until we had a secretary
whe was thoronghly seized with the in-
dustries of Western Australia, had a
knowledge of the strides in land settle-
ment and be able to say he knew all por-
tions of the country, all about the wheat
yield, the fruit and grape erops and, in
faet, everything connected with the var-
ious industries. In order to keep the
work up to date that official should be
changed every five or six years. There
were officers in the State quite capable
of flling the position, and men who were
receiving a similar salary to that the
present secretary was paid. Clerks should
also be sent home who were well up in
the latest information about the State.
If the vote were reduced by a nominal
amount it would let the Government
know that before next year some change
would have to be effected. The Com-
mittee had referred to this matter for
two or three years past but there had
been no improvement, and the only way
to make the Government realise the Com-
mittee were in earnest was to reduce the
vote. From what vote were the lec-
torers paid? We knew that a gentleman
had gone from this State to deliver a
series of lectures in the interests of im-
migration. e had already lectured in
Scotland. Some time ago at a public
meeting he (Mr. Taylor) had asked the
Colonial Secretary, when standing for

. re-glection, whether the State intended

to pay Mr. Wallace Nelson for lecturing
in England. The rveply was that the
Government would not contribute one
penny towards the cost, but now we
found that Mr. Nelson had gone Home
and had been engaged by the Agent Gen-
eral to deliver lectures. Did the Govern-
ment instruet the Agent General to se-
cure the appointment for that gentleman
and did the money come out of the con-

tingeney votef?
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The TREASURER: Lecturers were
engaged to epeourage immigration and
they were paid for out of the immigra-
tion vote. As to Mr. Wallace Nelson,
that gentleman was engaged to deliver
a certain series of lectures, The instrue-
tions for the appointment went from this
end to the Agent General and the sum
of £50 was voted for the purpose. Mr.
Nelson was not in any case to receive
move than that sum, which was little
enough for the wurk he was doing. Up
to now that sum had not been spent.
No matter what members thought, they
would agree that Mrv. Nelson was a man
of ability and was capable of holding an
andience and of giving a good impres-
sion. The money had not been wasted.
As to the site for the London Ageney, he
agreed with the member for Claremont
that there should be some more snitable
site selected if one could be secured. He
hardly agreed that Trafalgar Square was
an ideal spot, nor would the Government
be likely to secure suitable offices there
at anything like a moderate rental. The
Agency should be very mueh nearer the
City and among the business people near
the Strand. If that could be accom-
plished he would be prepared to move
the office. As to the interchange of clerks
he wonld point out that we did not want
all eolonials in the London office. It
was necessary that some of the clerks
should have London experience as well,
for they must be depended upon for
knowledge of London. One of ihe elerks
there now was a Western Australian.
The suggestion, however, mighl be fol-
lowed to some extent. He agreed that
the secretary perhaps had been there
rather too long, and some arrangement
might be made to alter that. At the
same tlme members musi remember that
that officer had been there for very
many vears, and it would be a very dif-
fienlt matter to find a suitable opening
for him if he were changed to Western
Australia, It wight be that he would
have fo be retired and paid a pension.
Anyhow, all these matiers would receive
the attention of the Government.

Mr. TAVYI.OR: The statement that Mr,
Nelson was an admirable leeturer in the
cause of inducing the right kind of settlers
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to come tn Western Angtralis could not
be accepted by him. No man who had
held a public position knew so little
about the agricultural, pastoral and
mining industries. Certainly Mr. Nelson
could speak very eloquently on the publie
platform, but it was not a platform
speaker who would induce the English
peasantry to come out to Western Aus-
tralia. What was needed was a praectical
man who had been raised on the soil, and
knew the whole work from start to finish,
was acquainted with the different classes
of soil and eould describe the different
timbers and point out exactly the hard-
ships, trials and tribulations a settler
wonld have to go through before making
a home for his family in this State. The
man to make a successful lecturer in Eng-
Iand was he who would straightforwardly
give the peasantry a trne account of the
actual state of affairs in Western Aus-
tralin. There was no need for a man to
go Home and lie abont the eountry, for
the land here spoke for itself. The flow-
ery orator on the platform was of no use
for the work. The sueccess of the lecturer
would he achieved more in private con-
versation than in platform utterances, for
many men after hearing him speak on the
platform wounld want to see him at his
office and go into minute details as to the
prospeets before a settler in Western Aus-
tralia. A praetieal man was needed who
knew his business, and not a man who
could not tell a swedish turnip from a
bladder of hog's lard. Puat both those
articles before Mr. Nelson and he would
not know one from the other. Neither
would he know a sheaf of wheat from a
hundle of lucerne, nor a sheep from a
goat. He ventured to say that Mr. Nel-
son was foisted on to the Agent General’s
Depariment for political reasons. Mr.
Nelson was a journalist who had spent
his time in abusing the game that gave
him his political breath of life, and he
did that so successfully for a year that
this Government foisted him on io the
Agent General to lecture. Whai would
have been said if the Opposition side of
tbe House bad done anything like that?
It would have been thrown in their teeth
not only by the Honse but by the Press.
He was pleased, however, to know that
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the price paid this gentleman was not too
high, but he was dissatisfed even with
that price. When the Committee reached
the immigracion -ote, whichever Ministev
intended to defend the Colonial Seere-
tary’s part of the Estimates would want
to put his best foot forward. It was not
a threat, but he was giving a fair warn-
ing.

Amendment {to reduce the vote by
£1,000} put and negatived.

Mr. ANGWIN moved—
That the vote be reduced by £1.

There was no desire to go over the state-
ments previonsly made. He merely wished
to state thal Mr. Palmer, when sent to
tingland, was sent as an engineer and
was not in the office to give information
to the general public. The other gentle-
man who had taken his plage was in the
same position. M. Ranford was now
travelling through England to give in-
formation. It had been known to Minis-
ters that a ehange should take place with
regard to officers in the Lwondon office.
Last year, seeing that Ministers were so
convineed of the necessity to effect this
change, it was thought that it would have
been brought abent. Now membears
heard the Treasurer admit that one officer
had been there too long and that that
must be detrimental to the interests of
the State. He wished memhers to express
their opinion by voting on his proposal
to reduce the vote by £1.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Ayes .- . .. 18
Noes . .. .. 22
Majority against ..o 4
AYES.
Afr. Angwin ' Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath AMr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Foulkes " Mr. Taylor
Mr, Gil Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gouriey Mr. Walker
Mr. Heitmann Mr, Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Horan (Teller).
Mr. Hudson .
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Noes.

My, Darnecc Mr. Kaenan

My, Butcher Mr. Micchell
Mr. Carson | Mr. Monger

Mr. Cowcher : Mr. N. J. Moare
Mr. Davies . Mr. Naason

Mr. Draper } Mr. Osboro

Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesse

Mr. Gregory Mr. Price

Mr. Hardwick ' Mr. F. Wilsen
Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman
Mr, Hopkins (Teller).
Mr. Jacoby

Ameudinent thos negalived.
Vote put and passed.

Vate, Printing, £27,815:

Mr, GILL: In speaking on the Print-
ing Department in the general debate the
Treasurer in effect said that he (Mr. Gill)
had heen misled and that he had listened
to remarks in the street and consequently
did not get correct facts to go upon. He
had made a statement to the effect that
ane man was placed in charge of three or
four machines and that boys were sent
along to take up the work of these men,
who were held vesponsible for the work
of those bovs. That was the most serious
charge he made. The Treasuver practi-
eally admitted that, and stated that a man
wis placed in charge of a machine or two
and sometimes three. He went on to add
that as n machine had to work for 48
hours at a streteli it was not necessary to-
ahvays have a man practically wasling
his time by watehing it, and that a boy
could du the work. The Treasurer added
that that was the pracltice adopted
throughout the Commonwealth. He did
not knew whether such was or was not
the eéase; evidently the Treasurer had
heen informed that it was.

The Treasurer: T quoted wires.

Mr, GILL: Ther the Treasurer was
justified in making the statement. While
he {Mr, Gill) had not the opportunity of
going througheunt the Commonwealth and
weiting information, he had & little infor-
mation himself, obtained nearer home,
and with that he wounld contradict the
statement of the Treasurver. It was not
the practice throughout the Commonwealth
to employ one man to take charge of two
or three machines, and moreover it was
not the practice in Perth. The inforn:a-
tion given tn him (Mr. Gill) was sup-
plied by a man working on machines.



Aannal Estimates :

not in the Government Printing Office
bui in other printing offices. This was not
information he had gaired from rumours
in the street; it had been put before
him by tradesmen working in private es-
tablishments, who considered that the
practice in the Government Printing
Office was a menace to their trade. He
had that day visited Messrs. Sands and
MeDougall’s where, in answer to questions,
the manager had told him that the prac-
tice in their machine room was one man
one machine. The firm considered that
ther got betler results from this prin-
ciple. The manager had volunteered the
information also that the Government
Printer was well aware that that prineiple
»f one man one maching was in existence
in the private establishments in Perth.
He (Mr. Gill) was bringing this matter
forward in order to justify remarks he
lind made on a previous aceasion, 1f was
only necessavy that hon. members should
understand the true position of affairs
for the men in the Government Printing
Office to be treated fairly. He knew for
a fact that employees in the beokbinding
branch of the Government Printing Office
had been walking the sireets for the last
fortnight for wani of work: and norwith-
standing that there was no work in the
Government Printing Office for these
vegular emplovees, a very large ovder had
recently been sent to the prison at Fre-
mantle—an order that would have kept
these emnplayees in work for the next three
weeks. While be did not think prisoners
ought to be allowed to be idle, he was of
opinion that honest men should not be

kept out of work in order that employ-

ment might be found for those prisoners.
By the present system honest tradesmen
were being driven out of the State.

Mr. BATH: The member for Balkatta
had touched on two vital questions. The
first was the practice which obtained. not
of building up manufactures and trying
te put boys in the way of becoming good
tradesmen but. in the first place. of
merely employvinz boys with the view to
eutting  down  expenses and, secondly.
of employing them apparently with no
other object than fo make ihem mere
slaves to machines. The Treasurer would
azree that in thiz course of conduct he
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was not taking the right step for hulding
up a capahle class of artisans in Western
Australia. No country which sacrificed
its employees to wmachinery, which made
thetm mere unskilled tenders of those
machines, would ever build up the wnits
of the industrial classes into competent
tradesmen. In regard to anolher point,
not only was it frue that hook-binding
work was being given to prisoners, but
a large nmount of printing work also was
being earried out in the Fremantle gaol.
The primary idea had been to teach a cer-
tain proportion of prisoners the trade of
printing; as others were taught boot-
making and other trades, in order Llhat
they might have a means of livelihood
on bheing released feon  their  eontine-
ment. But in this tendency of giving
more and more of the work to the Fre-
mantle prison the Government were de-
priving those outside the gaols of the
right to carry out this work, and were
forcing honest workers inte the ranks
of the unemployed or driving them
to a desperation that would result in mak-
ing them imnates of prisons. The mere
statement of that faet was a eondemua-
tion of the exisling economic order,

The Treasurer: What wounld you sug-

west?
Mr. Gordon: Read America at TWork.
Mr. BATH: The Treasurer and the
hon. member for Zoologienl Gardens
would have to go to some school of

socivlogy or social economics 10 learn
what was the redress.

The Treasurer: What would you sug-
gest?

Mr. BATH: A rational suggestion
would be found in the extension of the
iden of State manufacture, and in the
further idea that in the mareh of inven-
tion—in tlte perfection of new maechinery
—that maehinersy should not be made
Iabourer-saving  but  labour-saving; so
that every new machine would lighten
the burden of the workers without re-
ducing the number of workers employed.

The Treasurer: 1f vou had a machine
workitng aufomalieally for a week would
~you let a man stand lookine at it?

Mr. BATH: There was no machine
that would run without someone attending
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to it. Did the Treasurer know of any
machine that could be so run?

The Treasurer: A machine printing
telegraph forms will run on one job for
a week; a boy feeds it. You would not
have a man to watch the boy?

Mr. BATH: As pointed out by the
member for Balkatta, the Government,
which was supposed to exereise a paternal
care, was setting an example which pri-
vate employers were not. prepared to fol-
low, namely, that of employing unskilled
boy labour for the machines to the ex-
clusion of the men who hitherto had ob-
tained a livelihood by those machines.
The member for Canning had asked him
to quote the book America at Work. If
the member for Canning had read
that bhook he would find that the skilled
artisans received better wages in America
than in any other part of the world. The
tendency there was to employ more and
more men from the technical schools to
the execlusion of those who had not aec-
quired the special knowledge there to be
derived. There was nothing for Western
Australia to gain by employing boys to
tend machines, thereby building up a
class of jackerco workers who, when they
ceased to be boys, would have no greater
skill than was required to tend a machine.

The TREASURER: If the member
had been correct in his statement one
might have taken more notice of his re-
marks. He (the Treasurer) absolutely
denied that the Government had set the
example of employing boys to do men’s
work. It was out of place in the Leader
of the Opposition to get up and reiterate
a statement which had been disproved in
that House time and time again. It was
all very well for members to growl about
the Printing Office. That office nad been
reorganised, and it was Iimpossible to
thoronghly reorganise a department of
its deseription without treading on
somebody’s corns. The hon. member
knew full well the condition inte which
the Printing Office had previously drifted.
Members on the Opposition side of the
House had declared that it was nothing
but a loafing shop; and so it had been.
The office had now been reorranised;
it had been cleaned out, and was to-dav
in a healthy condition. Those who had
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to go in the process naturally complained,
The value of the work done in the prison
last year was about £800, Was that vital
to the trade? The Government had nat
done anything that was not done in the
past. The Labour Government had print-
ing done in the prison, and thought it
economical, ‘

My, Bath: Tt was only £32 worth,

The TREASURER: In fact the Labour
Government started the work. Why was
it started unless it was intended to con-
tinue it? The work had been conducted
by this Government on a moderate scale,
and it was proposed to so continue it.
There was no desire to swell the operations
at the gnol; the officers were instrueted
to keep down the guantity of work sent
to the gaol in order that one class of trade
might not be injured. No large order had
been sent to the gaol. Certain rough books
had been made for the Eduneation Depart-
ment, bat it was not a large order, and it
was a class of work that had always been
done at the gaol, and it was proposed to
eontinue it as being true economy in the
interests of the Government. The matter
the member for Balkatta had laid much
stress on had already, he thought, been
made perfectly clear, The hon. member
was misled in econnsetion with the one
man one machine principle. No such
custom existed anywhere in the Common-
wealth. Even in New Zealand there was
no restrietion as to one man one machine,
In 1907, when the New Zealand Printers'
Union made a claim, the award -dealing
with that portion of the claim provided
“that the employers were not to be limited
to the number of machines to be worked
by any journeyman, and that the employer
should have full discretion in the manage-
ment and arranging of the working of the
machines in his factory, and could make
such regulations, not inconsistent with the
award, as he might think necessary for
the proper working of his business.”
Could there be anything more emphatie?
The award also said, “that feeders eould
be employed to feed machines at such
wages as might be agreed upon between
the employer and the .worker, that the
feeder must not make-ready any job or
do any other work that in the enstom of
the trade should be done by journeymen,
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but that where a wachinist was cmployed
a feeder might assist him in making
readv.” The Leader of the Opposition
complained that we were bringing up boys
who were not learning their trade, bui
that was beeause the nnions would not al-
low boys to assist journeymen, or to at-
tempt to do journeymen’s work.

Mr. Bath: They ask for a proper sys-
tem of apprenticeship, which the em-
ployers will not agree to.

The TREASURER: In New Zealand
it was recogmised that the boys working
on these machines should have some means
of gaining experience, and, therefore, it
was stipulated that they conld assist ma-
chinists in making-ready. Next we had
the Victorian Wages Board. A decision
given in 1905 made provision for male
and female feeders, but made no restrie-
tion as to the number of machines to he
worked by ope man. Again, in Great
Britain the arrangement, made in 1905,
between the master printers and the print-
ing machinists and binders provided the
minimom wage for a machine manager
having in his eharge two machines. Tele-
grams had, as promised, been sent to the
different States of the Commonwealth te
this effect, 'How many letler-press ma-
chines does one journeyman mind in your
office; do vou employ feed boys?’’ The
reply from Wellington, New Zealand was,
“Number unlimited; machine feeders em-
ploved.’”’ The reply from Brishane was,
“According to run, one man two machines;
we employ feeders.” The reply from Ade-
laide was, One journeyman two machines,
boy feeders.” The reply from Melbourne
was, “Each journeyman usually minds
two machines; feeder boys are employed.”
Again, the reply from Launceston was.
“Union conditions under jurisdietion Mel-
bourne Typographieal Soeciety.” These he
had just read. Tt was unnecessary to go
further. Even if there was an isolated
case where one man worked one machine,
perhaps it was owing to the exigencies of
the office. There might be a large number
of small orders in which ease one man
would he constantly attending to one ma-
chine, running an hour on one order and
then readjusting the machine and starting
on another order. But where there was
continuity of work. where large
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quantities of the same class of
work were turned out, the ma-
chine ran automatieally. and it was

unnecessary for the machinist to be con-
stantly attending to it. The difference be-
tween colour printing and ordinary work
had been explained. In eolour printing we
employed one man for one machine, be-
cause it was necessary thaf the machinist
should be constantly attending to the
colours, but in addition he had 2 girl or
two feeding the machine. His time was
constantly occupied looking after the ma-
chine. The object of the Grovernment was,
and the Government Printer’s instructions
were, to adhere to the arbitration awards
of the State, and to freai the employees
in the department on exactly the same
footing as the employees in private firms
were treated. This the Government Printer
was doing, taking it all round, though
occasionally there might be slight gif-
ferences. It was a most ungenerous state-
meni that we were employing boys where
men should be employed, especially in the |
bookbinding trade. Mr. MeCallum, at one
time secretary of the union, before the
Arbitration Court said that the number
of emplovees in the Printing Office had
considerably decreased and that there was
only half the number employed previously,
but explained that a lot of unskilled work
which had usnally been done by skilied
workers was now done by unskilled
hands. Previously, unskilled work had
been done by journeymen, instead of by
unskilled labour. That  conelusively
proved his (the Treasurer’s) econten-
tiens, and he hoped the Committee would
aecept the explanation.

Mr. SWAN: The Treasurer had not
They were
substantially true. The telegrams re-
ceived did not say that one journeyman
was controlling several machines in other
States. Probably the employees in the
Printing Office would be satisfied if the
system of one man to two machines was
adopted here, beeaunse it was not in exist-
ence now. The statement was made, and
he believed it, that one man was in charge
of several machines, that hoys assisted
in feeding, and that if any accident oc-
curred to a machine the journeyman was
held responsible and had to pay for it.
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The prison printing sysiem had been car-
ried too far. No donbt, it was true that
the system was introduced by the Labour
Government,

Mr, Bath: To give prisoners a chance
of learning a trade. :

Mr. SWAN: As in many other things
the ideas of the Labour Government had
heen murdered by maladminisivation, and
had been carried far hevond the limits
set upon them by the people introdueing
them. The trouble was that prizoners
came into competition with a trade that
wag in ordinary circumstances a dying
trade owing to the infroduction of ma-
chinery. More work was being done at
the gaol than should be done. First-class
worlk was being done, as he had himself
geen. Prisoners certamly should not he
kept in idleness. There wns no objection
te their being employed as in the past in
clearing and replanting work in the fim-
ber distriets, but it was unreasonable for
the Treasurer to bring prisoners into
competition in a dying lrade. In reply
to an Interjection by the member for
Pilbara the ‘Treasurer asked whether it
was expected that a man shonld be kept
in charge of the machine which worked
automatically  for houwrs. There were
many cases in this State in Government
departments where this was done.

The Treasurer: Where?

Mr, SWAN: In the Midland Junetion
workshops.

Lhe Treasurer: That should not be tue
cnse, ’

Mr. SWAN: The labour organisations
that would be affected by an innovation
of that description in that department
were possibly strenger than those affected
by the introduction of prison labour aud
of the existing svstem with regard to
machinery in the Printing Office. If theve
were such a reduction as that in otler
departinents there would be considerabic
trouble.  There was too much boy labour
enguged in the State workshops already.
Mention had been made of the treatment
meted out to officials of the Prinling
Oftice, and be desired to vefer to the case
of Mpr. Smith, who was at one time an
overseer there. Notwithstanding the faet
that several of the higher paid officials
had heen granted large pensionz. Mr,
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Smith, afrer 29 years’ continnous serviee
in the Printing Oflice, was refused a pen-
81011,

Mr. WALKER: With regard to the
question of prison labour which had heen
introduced on  this vote, he douhted
whether there was any other ecivilised
country in the world wha used their
prison labour within (heir own baund-
aries. It was wise that prisoners shouid

be employed and he kept active
in mind and  body, net only
for  their own  good bult  alse

for the good of the community; but othes
large nations, in utilising that labour,
generally did so by means of exporiation.
They did not allow the products of prison
labour to compete with the products of
the lahours of their own peeple.

The Treasurer: That is not Federal.

Mr. WALKER: It was right. Prison
labour should never he allowed to compete
with the honest labour of the community.

The ZTreasurer: Would von dump ii
mte a neighbouring State?

Mr. WALKER: If this labour had to
be got rid of he would mueh rather send
it to China than keep it in this State to
compete with our own men. The wiole
question was certainly one of locking
after our own family and of “charity be-
gins at home” Were it by printing or
any other wark it was not just to allow
that work to deprive of a job a man who
had perhaps a family to keep here. What
had actually happened in consequence of
this unfair competition? Printers were
now walking the streets, and many of
them had heen compelled to leave the
State.

Mr. Bath: 1f the system is extended it
will mean that we will have to go to
prison to get a job.

Mr. WALKER: And they would be
hetter off too. He had personally met
very many printers during the last mouth
who were out of work. They had gone
throngh a long apprenticeship to become
expert at their trade, but now owing to
the introduction of up-to-date- machinery
thex found there was nothing for them to
de. No trade had heen affected by the
introduction  of modern  labour-saving
iaehinery lo the extent the printing trade
had. The prioters who were out of work
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had no chance of getting a job, and were
in a state of almost chronie despair, cer-
wainly in a state of ereat mental suffering
and phyzsical afflietion.  While their hands
were idle, their hopes blighted and their
hearis despairing. the work thev could do
and zhould do was given to the prisoners
in gaol. These latier at least had shelter,
their minds and time were oecupied, and
their food, although not luxurious, was
enongh 1o keep body and soul together.
That was not the case with the printers
out of a job, who had lost their eredit
hecause of iheir adversities. That was
an  ounftrageons state of affairs. While
there was no work in ihe Government
Printing Office there was work that
should he done by printers given to those
in gaol. It made those in the trade feel
there was no reward for keeping honest.
The Government who should have regard
for the welfare of their ecitizens never
gave them a thought. So long as the
gaol-bird could he got to o the work for
nothing it was given to him. Let the
other man starve, or if he wanled a job
vo to prison for it. That system was
wrong economically, wrong from the side
of humanity, wrong In every respect, and
it should be stopped. Were the prison-
ers of the State to be the chief workers
and all others slaves, with no chance
whatever? The Treasurer should give an
assuranee that the system would be dis-
continued. The protest recenily made by
the machinists at the Prinling Office was
also a just one. Reference had been
made to the customs in the Eastern States,
but owr system was worse than theirs, for
there one wan had to attend two mach-
ines, while here one man had to attend
to a great many.

The Treasurer:
New Zealand.

Mr., WALKER had referved to the
Conumonwealth. Tf the men here had the
same advaniages as existed in Melbourne,
Sxdnev. or Adelaide thev would be quite
satisfied. But no; the example of New
Zealand, where there was no limit, must
be adopted. The aelions of the Govern-
ment with regard to this department were
not of a sort that provided an advertise-
meni for the State. for when men heard
that the work was given lo prisoners and

(48)
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ihe oificials were treaied in the way the
machinists at the Governmeut Print-

ing Office were, surely they would
think  Western  Australia wnx  a
good place to keep away from. Above

all ihings the Government should be just
to their workmen. for they should be
looked upon ag model eniplovers, so that
every privale employer could say they
were imitating the actions of the Govern-
menf, feeling when they said this that
they were doing something which was
very meritorious. The Government in-
stead of having that patermal feeling
whiclit governmeals were supposed  fo
have, had no regard whatever for them,
but set the very worst example that could
be followed. It an emplovee of the Gov-
ernment enuld be humbled, reduced, put
down to the lowest possible level of ex-
istence, this Government would do it;
and it was against that he protested. If
,the Government desired to dignify the
Stale, elevate the eitizens and make them
proud of being residents of the State,
then the example they shoonld set should
be one of justice, one of generosity and,
above all, one of humanity towards those
who worked for them, the chief employers
of labour in the ecommuniiy.

Me. ANGWIN: Some time ago tenders
were called for the supply of books for
the varivus depariments, and the Govern-
meni Prinler was the successful lenderer
and conrzequently got the work. The books
were supplied, and he understood that
there was a great deal of dissatisfaction
because they had not been made in accord-
ance with the specifications laid down
when tenders were invited. If a number
of these books were made in the gaol
there might be some just reason why thev
were not manufactured in the manner
which had been specified. He would like
some information on this subject from the
Minister, but be did not suppose it could
he supplied forthwitl. He hoped, how-
ever, the Minister would be able to state
later on whether it was correct that there
was considerable dissatisfaction beeanse
of the manner in which these hooks had
been supplied by the Government Printer.

The Treasurer: Were the hooks made

in the gaol?
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Mr. ANGWIN: That could vot be said,
but they were certainly not manufactured
in accorvdance with the speeifications.

Mr. GILL: He had to admit not hav-
ing read the telegrams which the Trea-
surer said he bad received from various
parts of the Commonwealth regarding the
state of affairs which existed thronghout
Australia, and which were said to be simi-
lar to those existing in the printing estab-
lishment in this State. However, he
hoped the Treasurer would at least place
the men in the Government Printing Office
in Perth on the same footing as they were
in the worst places in Australia,

The T'reasurer: The men are on the
same fooling as men are in Victoria,
Queensland and South Australia.

Mr. GILL: Each man should have two
machines to look after and that should be
the limit. In our printing office a man
had as many as fowr machines to look
after, With regard to prison labour, he
was surprised to find the Treasurer tak-
ing up the stand’ that he did. If the
Treasurer had the interest of this State
at heart he would see that some other
methods were adopted in dealing with
prisen labour. It could be used to much
betier advantage instead of keeping peo-
ple out of employment. Certainly the
State was in a bad eondition, buf it was
not in such a cendition that it required
the services of the prisoners to pull it
out of its difficulty.

The Treasurer: How would you employ
the prisoners?

Mr. GILL: In planting pines in the
South-West.

The Treasurer: Would that not com-
pete with agriculturists?

Mr, GILL: Our agriculturists had
plenty to do in clearing their own land.
If we had agriculturists in the true sense
of the word they would be fully oceupied
in devoting the whole of their time to their
own land. The work in connection with
the planting of pines could be given to
prisoners with advantage to themselves
and to the State. Those pine trees would
he a great source of profit, for they would
be largely required in the future in con-
nection with the manufacture of fruit
cases, The Treasurer should give more
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consideration to honest men and good
eitizens than he had done in the past, es-
pecially in regard to the Printing Office.

Mr, BATH: In discussing the Esti-
mates on a previous oceasien he had
pointed cut the unnecessary amount of
printing which took place in econnection
with the issue of the Government Gazetie.
By cutting this down very considerably
he was of opinion that a great saving
could be effected in the cost. He had a
copy hefore him of the issue of the 18th
December, and on the first page he found
in regard to the proclamation of a hank
holiday that it oeceupied three inches of
space. It was found necessary in making
this proclamation to devote.several lines
in very small type to set forth the tiiles
of the Governor, or a good portion of
them, and then ending it with many
eteeteras. Thesge eteeteras if used earlier
would save a good deal of type setting,
and then it went on, “given under my
hand and seal . . . and the balange oceun-
pied many more lines. Every bank holi-
day was set forth by proclamation which
could easily be printed in a few lines,
Jusl as public holidays were gazetted.
Turning to the land reservation colummn
it was found there that there was a col-
umn and a half proclamation of a rifle
range, and it was deemed necessary to seb
forth agreat amount of verbiage in whieh
greetings were extended and in which
there was also mention of appurtenances,
powers, veservations, conditions, rights
and privileges, all of which appeared to
him to be absolutely unneecessary.

Homn. ¥. H. Piesse: T thought the hon,

member was an advocate of the retention
of old institutions.

Mr. BATH: Of the traditions which
were absolutely valueless he was a strong
opponent, traditions which involved lots
of time and entailed a great amount of

"expense and which appeared to him to he

quite unnecessary. He would stick to
traditions which were valuable.  All
these which he had quoted, however, it
seermed to him were a waste of time and
money to publish, and people who had to
peruse the Grezetie in order to ascertain
the information had to wade through all
these columns of print to find out the
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iter of information that they wanied.
They had to pan a dish of dirt to get the
grain of mefal that they were after. If
necessary it might be wise to introduce a
shorl Act to enable the Government to
dispense with this form of introduction
fo announcements.

The TREASGRER : In connection with
the matier referred to by the Leader of
the Opposition he took action some months
ago but it had sinee escaped his memory.
Tt was his intention to see whether the
power existed to curtail these announce-
ments, He fancied that the forn was
statutory; at any rate he would obtain
advice from the Crown Law authorities
and see wiether it was possible to cut
down the matier published in the Govern-
ment Gazette. He agreed that it was
guite pogsible to cut down these an-
nouncements. A considerable saving had
already heen effected in connection with
the publication of the Government Gaz-
ette. In 1906-7 it cost £5,270, then in the
next year £4,141, and this year the esti-
mate was £3,487.

Vole put and passed.

[8r. Taylor took the Chair.]

.Vote—Public Service Commissioner,
£847:
Mr. ANGWIN: In econneciion with

ihis vote he desired to enter his protest
arainst the Public Service Commissioner
eriticising or interfering with the poliey
of the people as he had done in his re-
cent report. There was no power in the
Public Serviee Act which gave him the
right to try to counteract any good thing
that mway be introduced by speaking
against it, or doing anything which would
have a tendency to prevent the officers of
the varions deparfments taking an in-
terest in carrving ont the policy intro-
duced by the Government. The Public
Service Commissioner was an avowed op-
ponent of the scheme of decentralisation,
not only in conneetion with the Lands
Trepartment but also in connection with
other depariments. Tt was found that ihe
aim of the Commissioner was to try and
ceniralise evervihing at the seat of gov-
ernment. Tf members referred to {he
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uvn the fquestion of deeentralisation that
he stated—

“The decentralisation scheme bas
been shown to be nnworkable because it
necessitated the removal of the per-
manent records of the Lands Depari-
ment from Perth to (he provineces. The
legal, banking, and commereial com-
munities  naturally  objeeted, and
prompily showed that it was allogether
against the interests of publie business
for such to be done. The remainder of
the scheme hardly deserves the designa-
tion of ‘decentralisatign; or as far as
the Commissioner has at present been
able lo gange, justification for appoint-
ing such high-sounding officials as ‘Dis-
trict Commissioners of l.and.”

1 do not know why a title given to any
atlicer should he detriniental to any seheme
of decentralisation. Then he goes on to
sav—

“With proper organisation at head-
quarters the dulies attached to the office
of Chief Land Agent should, if carried
oui éfficiently, reasonably meet the re
quirements of the case.”

In 1905 ‘the Minister then controlling
the Lands Department had staied thatc
it was his poliey to introducc a decen-
tralisation scheme. In 1906 this poliey
was again brought forward by the Min-
ister in charge, who said it was his in-
tention to open offices in the prineipal
centres of settlement in order to provide
greater faecilities for those who wished
to take up land. This was a matter of
poliey, and he (Mr. Angwin) maintained
that the Publiec Service Commissioner in
criticising an aet of poliey was zoing
beyond his rightful domain. 1If, for in-
stance, the Government should introduce
a policy of manufacturing agricultural
implements, were they to be dictated to
by the Public Service Commissioner he-
cause the commercial eommunity wonld
lose certain profits. becausn the legal
fraternity would not have so many law
suits over the machinery, and hecause
the banking cornmunity would lose the
high rate of interest at present paid 10
them for discounting bills given for ma-
chinery supplied by private firms? It
would be highly detrimental if. for these

Commissioner’s report it would be found * reasons or for any other reasons, the
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JPublie Service Commissioner were 1o be
allowed to dierate to the Government in
matters of poliev. When any oflicial at-
tempted to frustrate the wishes of the
pecple as expressed throngh their repre-
sentatives in Parlinent it was necessary
that members should speak out distinet-
ly. The Public Service Commissioner had
beenr appointed to see fair play between
the civil servants and the Siate, but
when he obtruded himself on a maitter of
puoliey he was going outside his jurisdie-
tion and it was  time hon. wembers
should put him in his place as appointed
by the Public Service Aet.

Mr. BATH: It was very diffienlt sume-
times to determiute where the poliey of
the State began and where the question
of administration ended so far as ihe
poliey of decentralisation was concerned.
If the Public Service Commissioner were
of opinion that any scheme, even if it
were nne propounded by the Government,
was not likely to utilise the services of
the officers of the department to the best
advantage it would be essentially within
his provinee to point vut that fact.

Mr. Angwin: He had not mentioned
oificers.

Mi. BATH: Neverrheless the Public
Serviee Commissioner was dealing with
officers in his report. Afrer all, the
Public  Service Commissioner was an-

[ASSEMBLY.]

swerable for any course he might adopi |

and probably he was prepared to explain
his attitude in this particular respeet.
What he (Mr. Baih) had to complain of
was that the expressed will of Parlia-
ment, as emhodied in the Publie Service
Aet of 1904, was to a certain extent be-
ing ignored as the resuli of the hostility
existing between the Public Service Com-
missioner and the Ministers administering
the various departinents.

The Premier: Who says 507

Mr. BATH : T was appareni from the
attitude of the Premier. One had anly
to remember the opinions expressed by
the Premier immediafely prior {o the ad-
journment over the Christmas holidavs
to recognise that undoubtedly there was
fricticn hetween the Public Service
Commissioner and the Mimsiers.

The Premier: 1 said there was a dif-
ference of opinion, and alwayvs will be,

Caommitive of Supply.

My, BATH: It amounted 1o more than
a difference of opinion.  The Leat im-
ported by thie Premier inta hiz vemarks.
in rveplying to eertain erifieisms went
to show that it was more than a mere
difference of opinion. At all events it
was that kind of difference of opinien
whicl hampered the Publie Serviee Gom-
missiotier in the earrving ont of those
duties directly assigned to him by Par-
liament.  One of two courses ought to he
adopted: (be Public Service Aet vught
to he administered and the Commission-
er given the fullest aopportuniiy of exer-
cising the powers vested in him; or else
the Ael ought to be repealed aund a re-
version made to the old orvder. e (Hlr.
BRath} for one would not bhe satisfied o
go back to the old order. e was con-
vineced that under the existing system the
public service of the State was condncted
better and with a greater rezard to the
respective merits of the mea mn it than
could he lioped for under the old system
of Ministerial patronage. Me did nor
wish the Conunittee to countenance a pol-
iey growing up under the temporary lah-
our sections of ihe Public Serviee Aet,
namely, of ignoring the Comrissioner to
the extent which was beluz done. and
thos practieally nullifying the Aet. In
conneciion with the appointiment of the
Superintendent of State Batteries there
had been a violation of the Act. How
atherwise could it have been made pos-
sible in respeclt to so important an ap-
pointment for the Government to con-
tinue that appointment for three years
as a temporary one? It seemed to him
that if the temporary Jabour sections
eould be stretehed to cover an appeini-
ment like thar there was something ab-
golutely wrong. In still another respeet
the uses thot were being made of {he
temporavy labour sections had never been
eontemplaled  when those provisions
were inserted in the Aet.  The object
af those provisions had been primarily to
allow some elasticity in the administra-
tion of the Act: because it had been re-
cognised ihat in a State extending in all

direcilons it was essential ihat there
shonld be some such  elastieity. some
amounl of reservation from the strief

administration of the seeiions of the
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Aect.  But it had never been intended
that the Government shoeuld be able su
to use those provisions as to gei behind
the Public Serviee Commissioner and his
right (o supervise the appointmenis o
the public service: and secondly, to se-
cure men as temporary emplovees
earry out work which if pecformed hy
oflicers in permanent positions would
carry a much higher salary. The regu-
fations reipting to temporary  employ-
ment provided that the permanent head
or the head of a sub-department, when
forwarding an applieation for assist-
anee should state what amount of salavy
wus tn his opinien appropriate to ihe
work to be performed. Bui it was also
provided that the rate of payvment shonld
be the same as that paid 1o permanent
employees for similar work. As a mai-
ter of faet, temporary emplovees in re-
ceipt of £156 a year had been emplaoyved
on work which, if it had been dene by a
permanent officer, would have carried a
salary of £200 or £250. In one instance
of which he knew the work done would,
had the position heen a permaneni one.
have earried a salary of £350 a vear. It
meant that the services of the iemporary
employees were heing obtained at a sweat-
ing rate. He (Mr. Bath) was further
informed {hat the Government. rvecog-
nising that this regulation was in exist-
ence. were compelling the temporary
employees to  sign agreemenls to the
effect that no matter whai the work
might be or the salary it would carry if
the position were a permanent one, they
must perform ihat work for the pay-
ment of £150 per avnum.

The Treasurer: I have never heard of
surh a ihing.

Mr. BATH: Such tactics, while they
might have been expected in an unseru-
pulous private employer. were hardly to
be looked for in the Government of the
State.

The Treasurer:
agreements.

Mr. BATH: Certain temporary em-
ployees had been engaged in making
the alterativns necessary to fhe intro-
duetion of the card syvstem. These men
had been emploved at night. and in order

Quote one of those
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ter avoid the necessity of paving thew for
the Christmas holidays, they had been dis-
churged ot the beginning of the holidays,
and re-emploved at their termination so
that the Government which had te pro-
vide holidays for the permavent cm-
ployvees would not need 10 give the tem-
porary staif the same privilege. That
was in connection with the Lands De-
partment.  Some olficers in the serviee
who knew the vegulations, which had
the force of law, and wiho, while in re-
eeipl ot £15G, lad been engaged on work

Tearryving ligher salavies as perinanent

positions, had made application for the
puyment io which they were entitled o
under the regulations: but the Govern-
ment, though having no legal answer to
the clnim, had attempted to burke the
issue and deprive these meu of that to
which they were entitled by putting
them o the expense of legal process and
tolluwing all the legal hywavs the Gov-
ernment sought to impose on them. The
Government should recognise their legal
and just oblizgation. If a position, as =
permanent position, was worth a certain
salary, the officer holding the position.
whether called a temporary emplovee or
not, should receive the salary of the
position.  One objected strenuously to
this meihod of getting hehind the Publie
Service Commissioner and at the same
lime sweating temporary emplovees, and
it was to be hoped the Government, in-
stead of putting these men to the ex-
pense of legal proceedings. would reeog-
nige their liability and pay the salaries
due o them. whatever arrangement
wight be made in the future in regard
to other emplovees. TIf this conduct
was going Lo conhinue, Parliament would
have to seriously econsider the neeessity
of placing teraporary emplovees under
the charge of the Public Service Commis-
stoner so (hat there might be a Fair deal
all round.

The Minister for Mines: Do you =ay
that the head of the baltery depariment
was kepl on for three vears as a tem-
porary employee ?

Mr. BATH: The appointment of super-
intendent was made for three vears, and
was a femporary pesition,
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The Minister for Mines: The agree-
ment is just the same as that of Pro-
fessor Lowrie’s,

Mr. BATH: Was il not in the tem-
porary class?

The Minister for Mines: It may be.

Mr. BATH: In rveply to a question
velative to this appointment, the Minister
had said that the Pnblie Service Com-
missioner had acquiesced. That was a
mild sort of word conveying the impres-
sion that it was only with considerable
reluctanee that the Publie Service Com-

missioner had been induced to go to that’

extent. The reply was that the appoint-
ment was made under Section 36 of the
Act. This section provided that if a
Minister considered temporury assistance
necessary and the Commissioner could
not supply it from other departments,
the under secretary could from the
register of persons available for employ-
ment clicose those hest fitted for the
work, but any person so chosen could not
stay in the service for more than twelve
months or an additional six months in
certain eases, and could not be re-em-
ployed during the six months at the con-
clusion of the iwelve months or eighteen
months as the case might be; but Sub-
section 7 provided that the Governor-in
Couneil could temporarily suspend the
operation of certain sobseetions in re-
spect of any department or officer speci-
fied. So in order that there might be
a departure from the practice of adver-
tising a position as vaecant and ealling
for applicants and selecting the best for
the position, it was necessary for the
Government to take advantage of Sub-
section 7, which probably was never in-
tended to apply to an appointment such
as that referred to, so that the appoint-
ment might be for a longer term than
was provided in the Act. Other instances
could be quoted showing the unsatisfac-
tory manner in which the Act was being
administered. We must either have the
Act administered as Parliament desired
when il was passed, or we should wipe
it out altogether and let Ministers take
the responsibility of resorting to the old
system of ministerial patronage in the
appoiniment of officers to the pnblie ser-
vice.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commitive of Supply.

Mr. FOULKES: No one could say
after a perusal of the Public Service
Commissioner’s report that there had
been any attempt on the part of the
Commissioner to try to diectate to Par-
liament what the poliey of any legis-
lation should be. On page 14 of his
report the Commissioner dealt with the
proposed decentralisation seheme in re-
gard to the Lands Department saying,
“*The decentralisation scheme had been
shown to  be unworkable, hecause it
necessitated the removal of the perma-
nent records of the Tands Department
from Perth to the provinces. The legal,
banking, and commercial communities
naturally objeeted, and so it was alto-
gether against the intevests of public
husiness. The remainder of the scheme
hardly deserved the designation of de-
centralisation or justification for ap-
pointing such high-sounding officials as
Distriet Commissioners of Land; because,
with proper organisation at head quar-
ters, the duties attached to the office of
Chief Land Agent conld, if earried ount
efficiently, reasonably ineet the require-
wments of the case.”” That was all we
knew in regard to the proposed scheme.
All we heard in the Chamber was an
expression of opinion on the part of the
Minister for Lands in regard to the
action of the Public Service Commis-
gioner. Unforiunately, we were in the
dark as to the reasons; they were not
set out at sufficient length in the report.
We had the views of the Minister with
regard to his proposals for this decen-
tralisation scheme, but nnfortunately, we
had no reply by the Public Service Com-
missioner to the views enuneiated by
the Minister, so it would be grossly un-
fair to the Commissioner if we did not
give him a further opportunity of seiting
out more fully the reasons why he could
not agree to the Minister's proposals,
When asked whether he had not received
some propasals from the Public Service
Commissioner dealing with reforms in
the administration of the Lands Depart-
ment, and whether he could produce
them and lay them on the Table, the Pre-
mier, to one’s amazement, had replied
that if the proposals conld be found he
would be very glad to lay them on the
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Table. The mere fact that the Premier
seemed to hesitate as to whether bhe could
find them showed that he did not place
much value on the representations made
by the Commissioner. But it was only
fair to the Public Service Commissioner
and io the public servants to know de-
finitely what proposals were sent to the
Mintster, and why they were rejected.
Unfortunately, we heard only one version
in regard to matters concerning this office,
and it was unfair to ecome to any decision
unless we had a full explanation from
the Public Service Commissioner with
regard to the way in which his proposals
were met. When the Premier com-
plained at Bunbury that he was unable to
reward extra merit on the part of any
eivil servant or to grant any honorarium,
the Commissioner sent a letter to the Pre-
mier saving, “It seemed desirable to
point out that it was not the case that
a reward or honorarium could not be
granted under the Public Service Aet.
If the Government considered a reward
or honorarium should be granted for bona
fide special service. and were prepared
to provide the necessary funds, he could
hardiy conceive the set of eircumstances
which would cause him to raise any diffi-
enlties under the Act, especially as under
the Act there were specific facilities
afforded for recogmition by way of re-
wards and gratuities,” One would have
thought that was plain enough, but al-
ready this session the Premier had com-
plained again that he was unable to re-
ward exeeptional merit and speecial ser-
viees vendered by civil servants. But here
we had hefore us the reply of the Public
Service Comuissioner. It seemed per-
fectly elear and straightforward and
proved there was ample power to any
Administration to confer any honerarium
they thought fit. Continuing, the Publie
Service Commissioner said—

“IWhat ] strive against is preferential
treatment in defiance of regulations,
as when this is allowed it creates in
the staff as a whole a widespread feel-
ing of dissatisfaction, the reflex action
of which 1s against the best interests
of the State.”’
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Further he stated—

“A permanent increase of salary to
reward a passing circumstance is ob-
jectionahle, firstly beeanse it becomes
a recwting annual charge on the State,
and secondly beeanse subsequently in
dealing with promotions it gives an offi-
cer so favoured an unfair advantage
over the vast majority of hiz fellows,
who are unfortunately ealled upon to
labour in spheres which are not so
direetly in touch with headquarters,
but which neveriheless are of equal
imiportance ond value to the State.”

That was sufficient to prove conelusively
that Ministers had full power to reward
speeial services.  The only exception
taken was that they should not be of a
permzanent character and that the pre-
ferential treatment should be in aecord-
ance with the regulations. No Minister
could complain of these stipulations,
Many charges had been brought against
the Public Service Commissioner. The
other evening the Premier complained
that the Commissioner would not agree
to reward adequately the services of the
Engineer-in-Chief. He said that the
Public Service Commissioner would not
agree to a salary of £1,200, but thought
the position was worth only £1,000. That
complaint of the Premier might be justi-
finble or noi; but in all of these cases
where there were complaints by Mini-
slers an opportunity should be given to
the Puablic Service Commissioner to give
his reasons for the action he had taken.
It was most unfair to judge a man unless
he was given a full chanee of explaining
his position. It would be grossly unfair
for any Ministers to set out their version
of the facts in dispute without allowing
the Public Serviee Commissioner an op-
portunity of explaining his side of the
caze. It would be useless for him (Mr.
Foulkes) to move for papers now. There
would be no opportunity for him to have
the motion considered, but what he would
like the Government to agree to was that
they should ask the Public Service Com-
missioner {¢ forward a report as to whe-
ther the Minister for Lands had, under
Section 46 of the Public Service Act,
made any proposition to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner that for the more
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economie, eflicient, or convenient work-
ing of the Lands Department a partienlar
disposition of officers and rearrangement
of work should he eifected. and that if
such propositions had been made by the
Minister, what were the suggestions
the Public Service Commissioner had

refused to aet upon and the rea-
song for such refusal; also that
the Publiec  Service Commissioner

shiould be asked to  forward re-
ports as 1o whether any reguests had
during the last two years been made by
any Minigter for the retirement or dis-
missal or censare of any eivil servant,
on the alleged grounds of ineapacity, un-
fitness, or misconduet, and as to how sueh
requesis (3f any) had been dealt with
by the Public Serviee Comumissioner.

Mr. Mongery Who provided that?

Mr. Gordon: The Public Service Com-
missioner.

Mr. FOULKES: If the (Government
would agree to these proposals and a re-
port of that kind being obtained from the
Public Service Commissioner, who should
set ont in full his reasons why this so-
called decentralisation scheme should not
be approved of by him, and also as to
hiis refnsal fto increase the salary of the
Engineer-in-Chief, and his reasons for
refusing to grani rewards io public ser-
vants, members would be better able to
Jjudge of the dispute. The Premier had
said a few days ago that if he eould find
cerfain papers containing the scheme of
reform as initiated by the Public Service
Commissioner he would be glad to lay
them on the Table. It was to he hoped
the Premier would arrange that the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner should forward
a report as soon as possible, setting ouf
in full the reasons why he had on several
occasions disagreed with the various pro-
posals made by the different Ministers.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. NANSON: The proposition put
forward by the member for East Fre-
mantle in regard to expressions of
npinion by the Public Service Commis-
sioner, more especially when  they
rrenched upon what were called maiters
of policy, did not meet with his appro-
hation. ¥t was very diffieult indeed to

[ASSEMBLY.)
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draw a line and say what was a matier of
poliey and what was not. One generally
found that if some scheme the Govern-
ment  or a  member approved of
very strongly was  disapproved of
by a ecivil servant who was author-
ised in his reports (o express opin-
ions, the oificer was faken to task for
expressing an opinion upoun what was
called a matter of poliey. But in the Pub-
lic Service Aet there was a seetion which
defined the duties of the Commissioner in
regard to making an annnal report npon
the public service, and it was stated there
that in such repovt there should be set
forth any changes and measures ne-
cessary  for improving the method
of  working of the public service
aidd  especially  for enswving efficiency
and economy in working, The word-
ing of the section was very wide, and
when the Act was passed it was purposely
made wide, Tt was a very poor proposal
that eould not stand = little hostile criti-
cism, and when we found members sug-
gesting that the Public Service Commis-
sioner should be taken to task for eriti-
cising the proposals of the Government,
it did not say much for the proposals if
they could not sitand a little eriticism.
In rvegard to the passage in the report
to whieh partieular exception had been
taken, he had yet to learn that there

had heen an effective veply to that
criticism of the Commissioner, In
the flirst place we were without any
real, definite information as to what
was this  deceniralisation poliey in
the Lands Department.  When he

went into the portion of the country
with which he was most familiar the com-
plaint was that under recent conditions
in the department there had been more
centralisation than ever, and that what
ihe Premier regarded as decentralisation
apparently was in the country distriets,
and by the persons more immediately eon-
cerned, regarded as centralisation of the
most odious type.- It was very desirable
we should have a Commissioner pointing
such matters out. While agreeing that it
might perbaps be unfair to the Commis-
sioner that he should not be allowed an
opportunity to reply to the strictures
passed by members of the Government on
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hi= recommendations, what shruck him as
of infinitely greater importance was that
it was wirlair te the conntry, untair 1o the
taxpaver, that the Commissioner should
nol have the fallesi freedom in setring
forth his views, as sueh views were nof
thase ol a poiitician aetuated by the exig-
eneies possibly of party. hut the views of
an oificinl who was placed in an unassail-
able position, wml who, whether he be
right or weong in the econclusions  he
arrived at. niast he rvegarded as  heing
actuated ahsolutely hy the desire w0 give
to the Commitiee and to the couniry
ai large a perfectly unbiased view as
tv how the public serviee of the State
should be administered.  We would not
be acting in the inferests of good gov-
ernment or in (he inlerests of the eountry
if. when criticism was indulged in by the
Public Service Commissioner., any words
of members weve employed whieh would
leadd the Commisgioner to draw’ in his
hornz, so to speak. and refrain from in-
dulging in that plain language which,
thougl it wight hurt feelings in some
yuarters, would prebably in the long run
be of bencfit to the community at large.
if nm to the Government for the tlme
beiny. Tn the repori of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner some  reference  was
made io the adminisiration of the publie
service. concerning which the Committee
would be laeking i their duty if they did
nol demand from the Gevernment an ex-
Planation, nor ver given.  The guestion
of the Iarge number of temporary em-
plovee: engaged by the Government had

heen teterred tu by the Leader ol the
Opposition, and  therefore he need not
deal witl it at any wreat leneth.  The

referved (o some of the
arievances  puder whieh <ome temporary
emplovees  lahoured  beeause they were
paid less than the rate given {v perman-
ent emplovees,  That  eiveumstance  al-
luded to by the Commizsioner led 1o an-
other incident which fostered  diseantend
in the ranks of the permanent employvees.
and thar wax that tempurary emplovees
were paid a hicher rate than the perman-
ent emplovess.  In connection with the
appoamimeni ol temp rary employees we
foind the Comutissioner making charges
of a most seriens  dezeription as (o jhe

Corainissicnoer
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engagement of undesirnble personz o the
iemporary stafi. He pointed ont the
moral effect of thi= on the permanent
staff. and especially on the yonnger wen:-
bers, when ofieers who hiad been  eowm-
pellad to leave the serviee for grave offen-
e were again employed as temporary
offiecrs.  The Conunissioner pointed out
tr lis report that there had heen two or
three flagrann cases during the pasl vear,
mud he had had oceasion o indite some
decided minates on e guestion,  These
nnutes should eertainly be in the pos-
session of the Comitiee.  The Commis-
stoner queteil the ease of a wman whao had
embezzled eonsiderable sums of mouey
and who was aciually taken on cut of uis-
tiken sympathy, and even given letters

of  recommendation rvegardless of the
hroader issues at stake.

The Premier: What page are you
quoting from?

Mr, NANSON : These remarks would

be found on page 17. He would like {o
know what Minister was responsible for
these parlicular appoiniments.  One did

not wish in the eases of men who
had  made mistakes in life  that
itheir errors should  bhe  published o
the waurld and that  their  ehances

of obtaiming future employment shonld
he  desteoved therefore he did  nol
ask thay in these cases the names of the
eivil gervamts in every instanee shonld he
eiven, bur there should e some neans of
tinding ont how it eame aboul that these

persens were appointed. and  hy whai
Minister they were appainted.  Of esurse
theve sinuld be sowe explavation. [t was

o wise rule not in condemn uniil one hadt
lieard the other =ile. aud unguestionably
i this, as in ether madters referved to
m the Commissicuers veport, there was
real neeessity For explanntions in be
viven.  When complaints of  thal  kind
were heard 8 was due o the Minizters
themselves to emlenvenr 1o sel rishr ibeir
adminisiration in ithe eves of the Cominil-
tec and of the puhlie. I sneh stateents
of the Commizsioner wen( forth unchal-
lengred and uneentradicted {here eculd he
only one concliusion drawn, and thal was
iliar there wos 1o sati=foctory answer to
be wriven. Heo hewever, was lah to be-
lieve that thai was the position, He re-
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garded the Commissiouer as a very valu-
able check upou the administrative actions
of whalever Government might bhe in
office. Ile was not speaking with a feeling
of hostility to the present oecupants of
the Government henches, far from it; but
he recognised that it was always a good
thing to have officials like lhe Auditor
General and the Public Service Commis-

giomer as  waich dogs of Parliament,
to  check irregularities on  the part

of Administrations, irregularities whieh,
though small in their initiafory stages,
if allowed to pass, might assume pro-
portions of a very dangerous character.

Mr. MONGER : The Commissioner must
feel highly honoured at the strong advo-
cacy whieh had been given to him by the
meanbers for Claremont and Greenough.
One waunld almost think he had placed in
their hands a brief to show Parliament
wlat a capable officer he was. He had
nothing unpleasant to say aboui the gen-
tleman wiho held this high office, and who
dictated o Parliament and to Ministers,
and whose ruling on almost every oecasion
was pracHeally accepted, a man who, in
the cage of one of the principal engineers
in the State, recommended a reduction in
that officer’s salary by £200, either
through ignorance or bias.  He was re-
ferring—and he did not mind mentioning
the name of the pailicular officer—to Mr.
Muir. Any man holding the position of
Commissioner who wounld make such a
recommendation  wounld do it either
through hias or absolute ignorance.

Member: What position does Mr. Muir
hold ?

Mr. MONGER: He was the engineer
depuied by the Western Australian Gov-
ernment to earry out recently the work of
surveying the Transeonfinental railway
as far as this State was concered.

Mr. Scaddan: Tt was prior to thai that
the Commissioner made the recommenda-
tion.

Mr. MONGER: Another matfer hac
come under his personal notice, and ihaf
was in connection with the maeistracy.
The Commissioner recommended thal
Bunbury. Albany, and (Geraldton should
he placed in the first class list 2ud the
Bastern districts in a kind of minor pnsi-
tion. The population of the Bastern dis-
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tricls exceeded that of any of the other
magisterinl distriets, and when that was
pointed out to the Commissioner the only
consolation ihat was piven by him was
that the Albany, Bonbury, and Geraldton
districts were a munech harder crowd to
deal with, in other words they were a less
law-abading community. Apart from all
that, it was found thai in 1904 the Publie
Service Commissioner was appointed for
a period of seven vears, and what he
would like to know was, whelher there was
any chance of bringing forward a small
amendment to the Public Service Act——

Mr. Troy: To shorten his life.

Mr. Taylor: To make him more pliable?

Mr. MONGER : Xo: more eapable, I
should say.

Mr. Scaddan: Tell us eotcthing about
medieal officers.

Mr. MONGER: I do not [ike the dirt
that emanates from rhe——

The CHAIRMAN: Order, vrder.

Mr. MONGER: 1T (hink interjections
of the kind which einanate ns a rule from
the inember for Tvanhoe might he worthy
of some notice in the particular loeality
he lLails from.

Mr. Scaddan :
them apparently.

The CHATRMAN : Order.

Mr. MONGER: 1f the member for Fast
Fremantle bad moved in some way that
the item should be reduced he (Mr. Mon-
ger) would have supported that reduction,

Mr. Bath: Tt iz not ioo laie for you to
do that now:

Mr. TAYLOR: The Act under which
the Publie Service Commissioner had heen
appointed was passed m 1904, and im-
mediately afler making the appointment

There iz something in

the Government had left office.  Sue-
ceeding Clovernments had at all times
heen hostile te the Aci.  Whether {hey

had carried that hostility to ihe Public
Service Comuuissioner or not he {Mr.
Taylor} was not in a position to say, bui
it was clear that a gentleman appointed
under an Aet to which Ministers were
hostile eould not bur feel himself some-
what hampered in (he execution of his
duties. He (Mr. Taylor)} would venture
to say that the Publie Service Commis-
sioner had never had a fair deal—had
never heen given a chance to satisfv the
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Committee on the point of whether or not
he was a good administrator. One had
only to listen to the speeches delivered
from the Ministerial side of the House to
realise that the feeling amongst members
of the Government and their supporters
was to-day exaetly as it had heen when,
in Opposition, they had opposed the pas-
sage of the Bill.

Mr. Gordon: Was the appointment op-
posed?

Mr. TAYLOR: The appointment had
not been opposed for the reason that the
Act gave power to lhe Government to
make the appeintment. However, the
members of the Opposition had opposed
the passage of the Bill as far as they
dared, seeing that those representing met-
ropolitan  distriets had eivil servants
among their constiluents, and thai these
civil servants were anxious for improved
conditions under which to work. The
civil servants had desired to be placed in
a posilion in which, eonsistent with their

giving their best to the publie service,.

due promorion would he assured. They
had behieved that they would obtain that
improvement under a Public Service Com-
missioner. And in his {Mr. Taylor’s)
apinion they would bave got it too had it
not heen for the change of Ministry. The
present Government were admiitedly hos-
tile to the Aet, and the member for York
had felt pained that no opportunity was
given for making some eurtailment of the
powers of the Public Service Commis-
sioner which wounld have given Ministers
an opportunity of distributing politieal
favours amongst their friends in the ser-
viee. It was generally understood that
persons making applications for positions
in the civil service wrote to their favourite
Minister and apprised him of the fact
that their applications were in; where-
upon the Minister, probably by telephone,
reminded the Publie Service Commissioner
that he (the Commissioner) had a eceriain
application in, and intimated a desire that
it should be submitied to the Minister.
He (Mr. Taylor) was not in a position
to know whether this was true, but it was
comnmon talk. It would be found too that
some of those who had not been recom-
mended by the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner, whose names had merely been sub-
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mitted by thai gentleman in accordance
with the expressed desire of the Minister,
had been appointed above others specially
recommended. If it were true it was
secandalons. Certainly the Commissioner
had had no opportunity of showing his
skill as administrator of the department.
The Premier himself had made a state-
ment in the House only a shorl time agc
as to the differences hetween himself and
the Public Sefvice Commissioner. Differ-
ences of opinion he (the Premier) had
called them, but others might find a
stronger name for them. He (Mr. Tay-
lor) held no brief for the Public Service
Comumissioner, with whom indeed he had
no conmnunication other than a few casnal
conversations in the street; but he would
say that if the Government would but ae-
cept the Public Serviee Commissioner’s
recommendations and give him a free
hand to administer his department for 12
months or two years it would be known
for certain whether that officer was a
suceess or 3 failure, While the Com-
missioner was faced with the necessity
of administering his department, not as
he desired but as the Government directed,
it was impossible to estimate his abilities.
The Government were hostile to the Aect;
he (Mr. Taylor) would venture to say that
they carried their hnstility to the Com-
missioner himself.

The Premier: What justification bhave
you for saying that the Govermment carry
their hestility to the Commissioner?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government sue-
ceeding that which bhad passed the Bill
and appointed the Commissioner had been
hostile to the Bill. The present Govern-
ment was practically the same us the
Raszon Govermment—it was the same old
team with a new leader. That being so,
the hostility was there and it was carried
to the gentleman who administered the
Aect. The Public Service Commissioner
ought to be allowed fo administer his de-
partment as he desired. At present it
was but a shandy-gafi arrangement, par-
tially Commissioner and partially Minis-
terial control. The Attorney (General had
openly cowmplained that he could not pro-
mote these in his department whom he
knew to be worthy of promotion. They
had had an insianee in the Mines Depart-
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.
ment, where an engineer and metallurgist
had been given (he pusition of Superin-
tendeni of Publie Batteries. The ap-
poiniment had been made by the Minis-
trv. Was thal the way to wet the best
value out of ihe Publie Serviee Commis-
sioner?  Had ihat gentleman made a
stradght-omt reconanendation to the (lov-
ernment in respeet to this appointinent?
[f any menther were fo move o reduce
the vote he {Mr, Taylor) would not sup-
port the amendment, or leastways noi as a
protest againgt’ the administraiion of the
Publie  Serviee Commissioner. It was
naticeable however that the department
was growing similarly fo the Premier’s
Departiment: and it was the duiy of the
Committee to keep a vigilant exve over
these new and growing departments.

Mr. WALKER: There seemed to be
some shight element of party feeling in
the disenssion of this topie.

Mr, Jolnson: It was introduced by
the member for Greenough.

Mr. WALKER: There could be no
party feeling in the discussion of a great
question coneerning a large section of
the publie, and affeciing an important
matter of State policy. It was impos-
sible to have a Public Serviee Commis-
sioner who could give anvihing like
satisfaetion to the “ing™” ur the *funts.”’
or wha could fulfil the duaties ex-
pecied of him under the Aet. Tt
was impossible < for m  to he om-
nigcient, and 1o thoronghly under-
stand all the qualifications of every public
servant necessary ro be emploved in ihe
administration of a large State: vet this
task was imposed upon the Commis-
sioner; and as no Commissioner ecould
adequately perform it, one eould safely
sax the present Commissioner could not
adequately perform it. Some of his con-
duct, more particnlarly under the classi-
fieation, had crushed mare or less the
hearts ot of the ¢ivil servants, and had
reduced the living energies of men inio
the cold presmsion of iren machines, All
men were placed on the same level,

Mr. Johnson: The Publie Service As-
socialion said differently,

My, WALKER : As in all other ilings
there were certain individuals who daved
to speak for the whole body polirie: but
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there were olhers who appeared to favour
the Commissioner, not because be was
their idel, but hecause he was, with all
his defeers, hetter than the old system.
There was the fear of going back to the
weak patronage of ministervial control.
Surely there could be some scheme de-
vised withont having te go back to the
uld seheme?

Mr. Gordon: Put the right man in the
place.

Mr. WALKER: It was not a case of
the right man: possibly a better system
conld be devised of management and
appeal boards, and so forth. The whole
machinery at present was defective, had
proved so. was broken down and had
created almosi universal dissatisfaction,
No matter what power the Commissioner
might have under the Aect, the language
used in his report was, to say the least,
indiserest.  The Commissioner said in
regard to the deecntralisation of the
lands Department, ‘“he Jdecentralisa-
tion scheme has been shown fo be un-
workable.’”? How shown? By whom?
Where? TUnder what experiment? By
what system? Tt was pure assertiveness.

Afr, Butcher: Finigh the sentence!

Mr. WALKER: It said, ‘““has been
shown io be unworkable, because it ne-
cessiiated the removal of the permanent
records of the Lands Department from
Perth to the provinees.”” 1f that was
the reason, if that be Jogiec, and if it
was  evidence of the capacity of the
Publie Service Commissioner, it con-
demned lim absolutely.  In the first
place he did not show that it was proved,
or that it was necessary that we should
remove the permanent records of the
Lands Departmeni to the provinces.
That could be done without. vet the
whole scheme was condemned upon this
one reason.  No Governmenl would ever
propose that all the permanent records
of the Lands Depariment shonld be re-
moved into the provinees. Then where
was the great logic in elaiming that the
scheme was defective hecause some of
the permaneni records might have to be
removed inlo the provinees? If all were
to be removed into ihe provinces, how
conld they be distributed in each of the
provinees?  Was it logie? But what
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followed seemed to bDe the real reasen
actuating the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner. 1t was not because of a defeci.
so far as the department was concerned,
but it was beeause *‘the legal, banking,
aud  eonnuercial  communities  naturally
whjected.””  Evervbody wanted to deal
with the money of the whole of t(he
State here in Perth, and wanted no dis-
iribution in ihe outside centres. They
wanted to foeus all enterprise, energy,
life, and possibilities in  Perth. The
Weld Club! That was where this was
inspired to malke decentralisation impos-
sible, They ‘‘showed promptly that it
was altogether against ihe interests of
publie business,’’ not against adminis-
tration but against public business—the
business of the banks and the commercial
community. Those were the reasons on
which the Commissioner condemned the
-scheme; bui one asked the member for
Gireenough was this language dignified?
If the hon. memher were in the position
-0f Public Service Commissioner—and
one would have more econfidence in his
Judgment than in Alr. Jull’s—was ibis
the language he would use, “‘the re-
mninder of the scheme hardly deserved
the designation of decentralisation or, as
far as the Commissioner has at present
been ahle to gauge, justification for ap-
puinting such high-sounding officials as
District Commissioners of Land?? (Mr.
Nanson interjected.)  That did not
come from the lungs, 11 came from the
nose, there was no heart in it. Was it
-dignified an the pari of the Publie Ser-
viee Comissioner? Tt was not dignified.
Tt was neither eriticism. nor fair con-
~demnation. Tt was a sneer.

Mr. Nanson: There iz no sneer n
it.
Mr. WALKER: Then there is some-
thing  defective in the hon. member’s
nazal organ.  He did not desire 1o de-
fend the Government =vzrem of decen-
‘tralizarion, for we had nof fhe scheme
filly hefore us, bui it was evident that
‘tf there was any decentralization there
must be distrietz, and there was no harm
in ealling the officer in charge a district
-commissioner.  The eritici=n showed ihe
character and wind of the Public Service
«Commissioner. It <howed the small
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character of hiz judgment and criticism
and it appeared as if it were a case of a
man who desired to hit bui did not know
how. and seized upon small pretexts in
order that he might have some possi-
hility of striking at o small spol.

Mr. Taylor: In Queensland he officers
were all termed commissioners of dis-
trics,

Mr. WALKER: There was no point
in the Commissioner’s contention and it
was hoardly worth mentioning, but he in-
stanced W te show that the man’s mind
was not great, that it was not magnani-
mous, that he dealt in liitle things, and
that all his conduet since his appointment
had been little and pettifogging. He
dealt with farthings, and knew unothing
about the grandeur of wealth, either in
feeling or each., He (Mr. Walker) might
he ¢harged now with abusing a man when
he was abseut: but the Commissioner had
chailenged us. He had by his eriticism
mvited a rveply, and must accept the con-
serjuences. The Public Service Commis-
sioner wus not authorised by the Aet to
deal with poliey, for the seetion said—

“The Conmmissioner shall furnish to
the Gaverndr for presentation (v Par-

lament at least once in each year a

repurt on the condition and effieiency

off the public serviee and of the pro-
ceedings of the Commissioner: and, in
such report there shall he et forth any
chanzes and measures .hecessary for
improving the method of the working
of the public service, and especially for
ensuiring elficieney and economy iherein
and in each department thereof. The

Commissioner  shall, in sueh repert,

draw atfention to any breaches or eva-

stons of the Ael whieh mav have come

under notice.”
Tt was all abont the publie service, and
the Commissioner was confined in his
eriticism to the publie servicee He had
no right to deal with policy. A propozal
which ninde a complete alteration in the
administration of a great  department
was a matter that did pot deal purely
with ihe publie service. Tt was for the
eceneral convenience of the. public and
welfare of the State and was not either
of benefit or harm 1o the civil serviee.
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ciency
Mr.
do so?
Mr, Bath: The policy of decentrali-
sation is introduced to increase the effici-
ency of the service,

Mr. WALKER: It was a matter of
policy. To take the contention of the
hon. member, everything affected the effi-
ciency of the serviee, for if a man was
‘‘sacked’’ to a ceriain extent it would
destroy that efficiency. Surely this was a
matter of policy. It was a change en-
tirely in the method of administering
the Lands Department. If the Public
Service Commissioner was going to run
the whole of the .country what was the
good of Ministers? '

Mr. Taylor: The Government are no
good anyway. Get them from this side.

Mr. WALKER: There was nothing
under the sun that the member for Mt.
Margaret conld not do, were it to drive a
steam engine, to guide a steamer over
the rocks, to measure the heavens, yes,
to tell the Infinite how to keep the moon
in its course—there was not a thing he
could not do. He knew it was a very
grave misforfune that the hon. member
was not on the Government henches, but
in his absenece what was the good of a
Ministry while there was the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, seeing that they could
not move unless he gave his direction.
No alteration could be made in the land
administration, one could not open an
office in the back blocks, unless with the
approval of the Commissioner. That was
according to the Commissioner’s opinion.
He (Mr. Walker) bad misunderstood
Responsible Governmeni if such things
were possible, and Responsible Govern-
ment still could exist. Jf every phase of
public life was to be regulated by one
man it was a case of dictatorship, not
Responsible Government.

Mr. Nanson: The Commissioner was
only critieising.

Mr. WALKER: The Conunissioner
forbade criticism. He, however, admitted
his own lability, for only that morning
he had read that the Commissioner was
now beginning to call in the heads of the
departments to consult with him, and

Bath: Does it not affect the effi-
of the publie service?
WALEKER: No. How eould it
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we were to have a little parliament of the
heads of departments to confer every
three months with Mr. Jull and aet as a
sort of advisory board. That was the
first creditable thing he had known the
Commissioner to be guilty of, for he re-
cognised for once his liability.

Ay, Nanson: He is limited by the Act.

My, WALKER: The Act gave him con-
trol of the civil service, but did not give
him control of policy. Professional men
did not escape him, no matter what the
charaeter or nature of their profession,
even g medieal man. Of course the Com-
missioner knew everything ahout a medi-
cal man, and if it was a legal man he
kuew precisely bis legal value. He was
almost infallible. It was perfectly true
that there had been a rebellion against
this, and he did not wonder at it. No
one could approve of the treatment of
the temporary hands in the civil service;
there the member for Greenough was on
solid ground. If the Grovernment weve
not satisfied with the Public Service Act
and Mr. Jull with his antocratic powers,
why did they not at onee bring in sn
amending Aect; that was the offence he
(Mr. Walker) had against the Govern-
Let the Government, as it wasin-
cumbent upon them while they existed, at
the earliest opportunity bring down ar
amendment of the Aect; be had heen ex-
pecting this for two years and he saw no
signs of its approach. In the meantime
the conduet of the Public Service Com-
missioner was such as might be expected
of a man given his immense powers, but
notwithstanding that, he was inimical to
the welfare and efficleney of the civil
serviee.

The PREMIER: In opening the dis-
enssion in conneetion with the vote, the
member for East Fremantle referred to
the fact that he did not consider it was
one of the functions of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner to interfere with the
policy of the Government. With that he
was certainly in aceord. Referenee had
been made that owing to the faet that
the Government were not in accord with
the Aet it necessarily followed they must
be hostile to the Commissioner. Oue
eould have a difference of opinion with
the Publiec Service Commissioner with-
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out being hosiile to him personaily, in
the same way that members had political
differences without any interference

with their personal friendship. There
had been differences of opinion and
naturally these would eontinue. It was

easy for a Minister to follow the line of
least resistance and adopt every pro-
posal of the Public Service Commission-
er; that would save Ministers a con-
siderable amount of eriticism and wounld
not neecessitate a wreat waste of time.
There had heen one or two oeccasions
when guestions of policy had eropped up
between the Ministers and the Public
Service Commissioner. He mentioned
" these the other evening when speaking
in conmection with the decentralisation
of the Lands Department, and in order
that members might have the oppor-
tunity of going into those proposals it
was his intention on the following day
to place on the Table of the House the
whole of the papers in connection with
the decenfralisation scheme. To give
members an idea how very easy it was
to differ from the Commissioner he would
quote one instance. Soon after the pass-
ing of the Agricultural Bank Amendment
Act, which provided for advances being
made to settlers up to £300, the full
value of improvements, there was a cer-
tain difference of opinion between the
Public Service Commissioner and the
manager of the Agricultural Bank in
regard to the appointment of one or two
clerks, with the result that applications
were pouring in and were not being at-
tended to. Some complaints were made
and he (the Premier) instituted inquiries
and found that the applications were
being piled up. He pointed out to the
Public Service Commissioner that by not
coming to an understanding it meant
that, as far as the policy of the Govern-
ment was concerned, the Government
were becoming diseredited owing to the
dispute between the two officials. He
{tbe Premier) made an alteration then
which both the Commissioner and the
manager of the bank agreed to, and he
appointed temporarily for a fortnight
every inspector of the Lands Depart-
ment to the bank in order that inspee-
tions might be made at once and applica-
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tions dealt with and brought np to date.
That was a guestion where, in the dis-
pute, the policy of the Government was
interfered with, With regard to strie-
tures ¢n hon. members in connection
with the employment of officers who had
been compelled to leave the serviee for
grievons offences, he only knew of one
ease, and thai was the appointment of
an officer to the Taxation Department,
The member for Greenough in reading
an extract from the Commissioner’s re-
port might have gone a little further
down. The Commissioncr added—

“ Owing to this extraordinary
Jaxity the Commissioner was com-
pelled to make representations to the
Premier on the subject, who was good
enough to ecircularise the departiments
in the following terms:—It has come
to my knowledge that in connection
with the employment of temporary
officers the third paragraph of regula-
tion 333 is not generally complied
with. Instruetions should be issuned
that in every instance, on the retire-
ment of any temporary official, a re-
port must be sent to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner regarding the effi-
ciency of any such employee. In regard
to the efficiency of the applicant, the
fact of his appearing on the books of
the Publie Service Commissioner must
not be vonsidered by the head of the
department as ample evidence that the
applicant 15 of good character and
suited to the duties he is called upon
to perform. It is, of course, the duty of
the Commissioner to endeavour to se-
cure persons of good character nnd
ability only, but the head of the branch
or department desiring to employ tem-
porary officers must make such in-
quiries as will satisfy himself that the
person selecied is in every sense suit-
able for the poesition. The sending in
of a report to the Commissioner, when
dispensing with the services of a tem-
porary officer, showing how such offi-
cer conducted himself during his term
of service should prove of great value
to the Commissioner in the selection
of names to be retained upon the reg-
ister, When temporary officers are ap-
pointed at outsiations, the authority
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of the head of the department should
be first obtained by letier or wire,
provided it is possible to allow sufli-
cient time for that purpose.’’

Mr. Nansen: The Commissioner men-
ticned two other cases.

The PREMIER: There was only one
case that he knew of. With regarvd to
the remarks of the member for Mount
Margaret, who dealt with the extva ex-
peuse in conneetion with this depart-
ment, the Public Service Commissioner
had reported—

fIneidentals:  the amount of £300
is to cover the cost of hearing the ap-
peals lodged by the officers of the pro-
fessional division, holding two exami-
nations for entranee to the Public Ser-
vice (the fees received amounting to
£50) as well as all the office expenses,
sueh as printing, advectisine, sta-
tionery, postage, and cost of travel-
ling, eteetera, of the Public Service

Commissioner’s oflice. Temporary as-

sistance: about half of this amount

is to cover the cost of a special short-
hand reporter taken on in connection
with the appeals; the balapee it is in-
tended to use in temporary assisiance
to write up certain registers in the
Commissioner’s office, which, when
onee writien up, can be kept by the
ordinary staff.””’ _
The Public Serviece Comuissioner had un-
doubtedly a very diffienlt row to hve. He
was a man who, having onece made up his
mind, was not prepared to alter it readily.
If a Minister happened to he of like tem-
perament the chances were that there
might be a certain amount of friction, If a
Mimister were absolutely satisfied that an
action he had taken was in the best inter-
ests of the country, survely he was privi-
leped to object to some contrary recom-
mendation by the Public Service Commis-
sioner. So far as he (fhe Premier) was
concerned there were only one or fwo
oceasions upon which any dbjection had
been taken. Exeept in the more import-
anl appointments the Government had
not taken objection to the Public Service
Commissioner’s recommendations.  Cer-
tainly an objection had been raised to his
classifieation of the Engineer-in-Chief.
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whom he had proposed o reduce from
£1,200 to £1.000. The Engineer-in-Chief
was enirusted with the expenditure of
many. thousands of pounds of public
money, and the Government had con-
sidered it was not very encouraging to
thar oliicer that after so many years of
goold service to the State he should he re-
duced merely because in the opinion of’
the Publie Service Commissioner the ve-
commendation made would bring the posi-
tion more into line with similar positions
in the Eastern States where there was less.
work to he done.

Mr. Foulkes: Could you get the Public:
Service Conmmissioner’s reasons for this
and lay them on the Table?

The PREMIER: The Public Service
Commissioner’s  report ‘was available.
Again, certain surveyors had objeeted o
the Public Serviee Conunissioner’s classi-
fication. They were good men and as the-
rvesult of their dissatisfaction their ser-
vices were being lost to the State. There
was, for instance, Mr. Terry, who was
eminently qualified for the partienlar
work in which he was engaged: work
which was largely responsible for the:
framing of the Government policy in re-
gard to railwavs.  In the eiremnstances
it was ouly natural that the Government
should objeet to the salary of that officer
heing fixed at less than half of that earned
by au ordinary contraet surveyor. Surely
it conld not be expected that a Minister
having knowledge of these things should
vefrain from entering his protest.

Mr. Foulkes: Why not ask the Com-
missioner fn grani a speeial veward for-
special services?

The PREMIER: Ouly recently he had
had an experience of this special reward
svelem. On making an inspeetional trip
over the Preston-Donnylirook line he had
heen impressed with the work done and
in consequence he had recommended that
the foreman, Mr. Ross. should gef an
extra remuneration for the work he had
been careyving out. That officer was re-
ceiving £5 a week: if he had heen doing
the work for a contractor he would have
got €10 a week with a bonus. On his re-
twrn he (the Premier) had asked that
gome  extra  remuneration should be-
eranted: buot it was oot unill after the
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expiration of about six wontis dhai the
remuteration was forthcoming, In such
a caze he (the Premier) would not sug-
cest that the salary should he jucreased:
hut where particular services were ren-
dered some substantial recognition of these
services should he given,

Ay, Foulkes: The Commisstoner. in hiz
report. savs he is quite agreeable to that.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner
had died very hard so far as his (the Pre-
mier's)  particular recommendation  was
concerned,

Mr. Bath: What about this question of
temporary emplovees being emploved at
a lesser rate than would be paid to per-
manent emplovees?

The PREMIER : The Commissioner
had said i1 was never intended that the
rezulation should be read as the Leader
of the Opposition had read it. ail that it
was his (the Commissioner's) intention to
amend it.

Me. BATH: 1t would be interesting to
kuow how the Premier was going to deal
with thuse eases existing under the regu-
lation as it stood. Tt was one thing for
the Commissioner to say lie was going i
amend il but the elaims of those entitled
fo an extra amonnt under this rezulation
was another thing altogether.

The Premier: There is a test ease in
progress at the presenl time.

Mr. BATH: But the {Government
would not let the ecase go forward: thex
were trying to beat the men hy an ex-
tended legal proeess.

The TREASURER : The Commissimier
did not read this regulation in the =ame
way as did the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. It had been claimed that the latter
portion of the regulation. namely. that
the rate of pavment should be the same.
referred Lo work carried out by temporary
emplovees and not to the work of the per-
manent emplovees, A ease had eropped
up quite recently in the Audit Depart-
went.  An iuspector had gone away on
long service leave. For a time the Audi-
tor General. with the assistance of a jun-
ior. had atiempied to earry on the work.
Finding thiz to he impossible he had se-
cured extra as=sistance. But the elerk
appointed 1o the temporary positien had
et provell auvthing like equal to the
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work ot the permanent oflicer: he was a
wan capahle uf deing a tair anwant of
werk and was satisfied to receive 10s. a
day. The Mulditor General had recow-
mended that he be paid 10s. a day. and be
tthe Trensurer) had approved of this.
Subsequently the Auditor General had
disenvered the regulation and had pointed
ouwl to him (1he Treasurer) that aceording
Lo its terms the man ought to be receiving
the tull wages paid to the permanent offi-
cial. This he (the Treasurer) had said
was absurd, ag the country was not getting
anvihing like the same services. On being
appealed o in the matter the Pnblie Ser-
viee Commissioner had said that the regu-
lation had never been intended to bhe ahso-
huely mandatory in the provision lhat a
temporary emplovee should receive the
stine salary as that paid to a permaneut
nflivial.

Mr. Jelmson: You should distinguish
Letween the easual and temporary hands;
a temporary hand may be on for five
vears,

The TREASURER: In such case the
employee wauld get the full value of his
serviees. Tf not. what was the meaning
of the first part of the clause? A per-
maneni lead asked for assistance and
stated the salary which he thought ap-
propriate for the work doue.

Me. Johuson: We ave not speaking of
caswal hands, we are referving to tem-
parary hands emploved for three yvears at
a streiel.

The TREASTURER : We conld not keep
temaporary hands in the service for three
or four vears. They could only he em-
ploved for eigliteen months. There was
no friction with the Commissioner abowt
this,

Mr, Johnsen : But there is [rietion
with tempurary emploveas,

The TREASURER : They simply
claimed something w which they were not
entitled. Thev were offered a  certain
wagze for certain work and took the work.
but suddenly found rthis regulation on
which they attempted to base a elaim for
the full salary. [If this were carried out
in its entirety. the funds of the Siaie
wonld suffer and inferior men would
be receiving the wage that experts per-
manently emploved were receiving. He
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had none of the details to which the hon,
member referred. In regard to the com-
plaints that the Government were getting
behind the IPublic Serviee Commissioner
and the Act in the appointmeni of fem-
porary employees, thal was not the case.
The nnmber of temporary employees had
heen swelled in connection with the ap-
pointiments to the Taxation Department;
but he had thonght it unfair to ask for
permanent appointments until Parliament
decided whether the Land and Tneome
Tax was to be reimposed. Now there was
no reason why many of the temporary
employees in the department should nol
be dispensed with and permanent ap-
pointments made. There was no ulterior
motive in these temporary appeintments;
they were only in the interests of the
departments and the State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Refunds, £2,500—agreed to.

Vote—Tazxation, £9,553:

Mr. BROWN: The appoinfment of
Clizef Y.and Tax Assessor was most seand-
alous. There were dozens of good appli-
cants who had a general knowledge of
land values in this State, but the one
appointed was an officer who had some-
thing to do with the Mines Department
and bad no earthly knowledge of land
values, and yet was to be sole arbiter of
land valunes taxalion in this State and
would put taxpayers to the expense of
appeals. One wonld like to see the item
struck out.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

Received from the Legislative Coun-
cil—

Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

Fremantle Disused Cemetery.
House adjourned at 11.19 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railway Coal Supplies.

Aegislative Essembly,
Wednesday, 13th January, 1909.

sz
Papers presented ..
Questions : Timber Tramline, Laverton.Lancefleld 13?0
Railway Coal Supplies, Collie ...
State Batteries, Renmngemenb of charges,
Engivesr, Lenoonville 1371
Electoral, Fremantle Qffice . 1371
Medicnl, Pnnclpal Officer ... 1372
Firewood Supplies, Eastern Galdfields ... 1372
Railway Siding, Widgemooltha lme ... 1378
Timber Cutting, illegnl . ... 1378

Mipes Prosecution, aleolm .. 1378
Bill : Roads Closure, 1k, .. 1873
Annunl Estimates, Votes and Ttems discussed ... 1373

The SPEA_KER. took the Chair at 4.30
p-mi., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Timber Tramways,
permits granted under the Land Acts.
2, Return showing vesumption of pas-
toral leases under the Land Aet.

QUESTION—TIMBER TRAMLINE,
LAVERTON-LANCEFIELD.
Mr. TAYLOR (without notice} asked
the Premier: Is there any objection to
laying on the Table all papers in connec-
tion with the granting of a permit to the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood Com-
pany to run a tramline from the Laver-
ton railway station to Lancefield? |
The PREMIER replied: I have no ob-
jection if the hon. member will move in
the ordinary way.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COAL SUP-
PLIES, COLLIE.

Mr. A. A, WILSON asked the Minister
for Railways,—1, What is the quantity
of eoal produced by each of the coal
companies operating in the Collie dis-
triet during the twelve months ended 31st
December, 1905. 2, What is the amount
of Government purchases from each com-
pany? 3, What is the amount of pri-
vate trade supplied hy each company?
4, What is the amount of bunkering
trade supplied by each company? 5,
What is the percentage of Government
trade sopplied by eaeh company? 6,
What is the percentage of private trade,



